
CITY OF BATAVIA 
MINUTES OF THE BATAVIA CITY COUNCIL 

April 4, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. - City Council Chambers 
100 N. Island Ave. Batavia, Illinois 

 
PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are not a word-for-word transcription of the statements made at 
the meeting, nor intended to be a comprehensive review of all discussions. Minutes are intended 
to make an official record of the actions taken by the Committee/City Council, and to include 
some description of discussion points as understood by the minute-taker. Any references to 
discussion and /or statements are only to provide greater clarity to the public and they may not 
reference all, some, or any of an individual speaker’s comments. 
 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Schielke 7:32 p.m. 
 
2. INVOCATION followed by PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Ald. Russotto 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 14 of 14 aldermen were present.  
Aldermen (by ward): Michael O’Brien (1), Carl Fischer (1), Martin Callahan (2), Alan Wolff (2), 
Kyle Hohmann (3), Dan Chanzit (3), Paula Mueller (4), Susan Stark (4) Lucy Thelin Atac (5), 
Kevin Botterman (5), Nicholas Cerone (6), Michael Russotto (6), David Brown (7) and Drew 
McFadden (7) were present.  
 
Also present were BATV and members of the press, public and the following:   
 

City Administrator    William McGrath 
City Attorney                                              Roman Seckel 

            City Clerk                                                    Heidi Wetzel  
 Finance Director     Peggy Colby 
 Fire Chief     Randy Deicke 
 Police Chief      Gary Schira 
 
4.  ITEMS REMOVED/ADDED/CHANGED - none 
 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA 
Accept and Place on File: 
A.  2015 Budget Transfer List & Reconciliation (Peggy Colby 3/30/16) 
Approvals:  
B.  March 25, 2016  Payroll $848,824.51    
C.  Accounts Payable Check Register  $557,965.59    
D.  City Council Minutes for March 7, 2016  
E.  RESOLUTION 16-31-R:  Authorization to Execute a One-Year Renewable Contract 
With Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management, Inc. in the Amount of $30,900.00  
(Scott Haines 3/17/16  COW 3/22/16  9/0) CS 
 
Motion by Ald. Atac, seconded by Ald. Stark, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
Motion Carried 14 yea/ 0 nay/ 0 absent  
 

April 4, 2016 Minutes of the Batavia City Council, Batavia, Illinois Page 1 of 5 
 



6. RECOGNITION: Watch Commander Eduardo Perez—Retirement 28 Years of Service 
(Chief Schira)  
 
Chief Schira noted Eddie Perez came to the City after serving with the Air Force and the Valley 
View Corrections Center. He has performed just about every function in the department 
including undercover drug operative work with the Illinois State Police Task Force and the FBI 
Undercover Drug Task Force. 
 
Mayor Schielke honored Perez stating that he has shown best attributes in the department and 
has gone beyond the call of duty in both compassionate care and in tasks that require great 
physical strength. Perez has made our town a nice place to raise our families knowing the law 
and order would be upheld and has performed an outstanding service to our community. 
 
The Mayor presented Perez with plaque commemorating his years of service. 
 
Perez thanked all for the opportunity to serve the community. He has always had a good feeling 
in telling people he was a police officer in Batavia Many times when he told someone he was an 
officer in Batavia the response was “ Batavia, there’s not a lot of crime in Batavia,’ to which he 
would reply “ You’re welcome.”.   He believes the police force in Batavia is a great group doing 
their jobs on holidays and at night and he was honored to work with such good people. 
 
7. PROCLAMATION: Loyalty Day Parade--VFW  
Ald. Atac read the Proclamation which celebrated the work of VFW Post 1197 with regard to the 
annual Loyalty Day Parade and proclaimed May 1. 2016 as Loyalty Day in the City of Batavia.  
 
Mayor Schielke announced the parade will be the kick off for the 100th Celebration of Flag Day. 
There will be many events of the same theme later in the summer culminating in the 4th of July 
Fireworks.  
Andy Franke, Commander of Post 1197, hopes that since the theme is the Flag Day Centennial 
Anniversary everyone coming to the parade will bring a flag. 
Franke also announced the Ladies Auxiliary is now known as the VFW Auxiliary. The name 
change was part of the decision of the VFW to be more inclusive and allow men who meet the 
criteria to join. 
The parade is a large undertaking and the VFW is looking for volunteers and participants.  
 
Motion by Ald. McFadden, seconded by Ald. Wolff, to approve the Proclamation as read 
proclaiming May 1, 2016 as Loyalty Day. Motion carried 14 yea/ 0 nay/ 0 absent. 
 
8. PRESENTATION: Post Prom Donation from Batavia Police Department—Chief Schira  
 
Chief Schira announced the bad news is the police department can give a donation to the post 
prom committee because of businesses in the city that violated the liquor and tobacco code. The 
good news is that the City can give a donation to the post prom committee. He presented a check 
for $3000.00 to the post prom committee.  
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This is the 26th year of post prom, held at Funway this year, and the event can only be done 
through the generous donations of local businesses.  
 
9. MATTERS FROM THE PUBLIC: (For Items NOT on the Agenda) – none  
 
10. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Holly Deitchman, Executive Director of the Batavia Chamber of Commerce, announced several 
ribbon cuttings in the next few weeks, the Women in Business Luncheon, a multi chamber event 
90 Ideas in 90 Minutes, and the monthly Net-Working It Event. 
 
Deitchman and Ald. Mueller will be meeting with local businesses about workforce and what the 
city has to offer from a government standpoint and in workforce development.  
 
Matt Goles, co-founder with his wife of Prairie Wellness Counseling Center 12 W. Wilson St, 
informed all the center has four counselors of staff to support the community and provide quality 
behavioral health care. They use expressive arts and a variety of different therapies with each 
counselor having their own specialty defiant adolescents and anxiety disorders. The business has 
grown by 40% in the past year and that has allowed them to hire more local counselors and help 
more people.  
 
11. MOTION: Grant Batavia ACCESS Committee Status for Two Events with Council 
Approval and City Insurance: The 100TH Anniversary Celebration for American Flag Day on 
June 12th -- 14th, 2016 and the Community Farm to Table Dinner on Sunday, August 7th, 2016 
on North River Street (JDS 4/1/16)  
 
Motion by Ald. Callahan, seconded by Ald. Wolff, to approve Granting Batavia ACCESS 
Committee Status for Two Events with Council Approval and City Insurance: The 100TH 
Anniversary Celebration for American Flag Day on June 12th -- 14th, 2016 and the 
Community Farm to Table Dinner on Sunday, August 7th, 2016 on North River Street. 
Motion carried 14 yea/ 0 nay/ 0 absent. 
 
 
12. APPROVAL: Approve Class F Liquor License for Dinner Theater at the East Side 
Community Center on April 30, 2016 (Chief Schira )  
 
Chief Schira announced the Tri City Health Partnership is having a fundraiser; the police have 
done a background check and there is no reason to not issue the license.  
 
Motion by Ald. McFadden, seconded by Ald. Stark, to Approve a Class F Liquor License 
for Dinner Theater at the East Side Community Center on April 30, 2016 and waive fee. 
Motion carried 14 yea/ 0 nay/ 0 absent 
 
13.   ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – City Administrator Bill McGrath 
 
The Committee of the Whole passed an ordinance taking away the exclusion of places that sell 
motor fuel to sell alcohol.  
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Kevin Drendel is looking at the city authority to regulate massage establishments 
 
The emergency operations center had an exercise related to the potential of having a tornado, He 
thanked Chief Deicke and Mark Davis for their good job with the ESDA operation and noted this 
exercise will lead to the certification of ESDA for the first time.  
 
Peggy Colby will bring resolution authorizing the city to begin IEPA loan process for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and there will be a bond ordinance.  
 
The RFPs for the Fox River Erosion Project are out and due in by April 11. Six engineering 
firms attended the mandatory project walk on March 31.  
 
Meeting next week the park district to organize the various activities and concerns about the 
river. 
 
Staff is meeting to work on population estimates and projected land use estimates that Kane 
County will be using for the transportation impact fee.  
 
Bids are coming in for the Wilson St Sidewalk Construction Project. 
 
This week marks the beginning of yard waste collection. 
 
The City Parkway Tree Program has been extended to April 8  
 
As a point of clarification, the City has no authority over the fees that can be imposed by cable 
companies. Any authority to do so is with the state and federal governments. The role of the City 
is to safeguard the public rights of way.  
 
 
 
14. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Community Development Committee- Ald. Brown    
The Community Development Committee meet in the Committee of the Whole on April 5. The 
Plan Commission will meet on April 6.  Historic Preservation Committee will meet April 11. 
 
Government Services Committee- Ald. Atac  
The Government Services Committee has Ordinance the agenda for the City Council Meeting 
April 18.  
 
City Services Committee – Ald. Wolff 
The City Services Committee will meet in the Committee of the Whole on April 5. 
 
Public Utilities – Ald. O’Brien   
The Public Utilities Committee will meet in the Committee of the Whole on April 5. 
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15. OTHER BUSINESS- none 
 
16. MAYOR'S REPORT  
 
Bill Balling will be at the Committee of the Whole meeting tomorrow to answer questions about 
the applicants for the City Administrator position. He has received 46 applications.  
 
The Mayor announced a microburst took out four electrical poles on Western and Fabyan 
Parkway on Saturday. A second storm event took out a 100 year old tree that was on city 
property and did damage to two homes.  
Ironically this weather occurrence happened coincidently with an annual tornado seminar at 
Fermilab hosted by meteorologist Tom Skilling. 
 
Most people had power within two to three hours and the Mayor feels this quick response is one 
of the benefits of a municipally owned electric utility.  
 
The Mayor has a photo of the 8th Grade of the Batavia School from 100 years ago. In the picture 
are Dr. Lucille Gustafson who helped found Waubonsee Community College, Virgina Cigrand 
daughter of Dr Bernard Cigrand, John Mauer who went on to be Basketball coach of West Point 
and  University of Kentucky, and Marion Moon, mother of astronaut Buzz Aldrin.  
The Mayor noted these four lives from one class that had far reaching effects beyond the City.  
He thinks it is fabulous what is happening right now in the City with our schools and different 
organization and wonders who in our schools today will be shaping the future. There are so 
many positives in how we raise our children and educate them and those are often lost in the 
negativity.  
 
 
 
17. ADJOURNMENT 8:28 p.m.  
 
Motion to adjourn by Ald. Brown, seconded by Ald. O’Brien, motion passed by voice vote.  
 
Minutes prepared and submitted by, 
Heidi Wetzel 
City Clerk 
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