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Self-Guided Development Tour 
June 2010 
 

Welcome to Batavia, Illinois! This tour was specifically designed to highlight the exciting and 
vibrant community that is Batavia, Illinois.  While it does not 
include every neighborhood and community amenity, it does give 
you a good feel for the many opportunities available to developers, 
retailers and entrepreneurs looking for a new home for their 
business.  Batavia’s demographics speak for themselves but to 
experience the charm, character and history that is Batavia first 
hand, speaks a thousand words.  

 (Randall Road heading north) 

Randall Road & Main Street (1) Batavia’s stretch of Randall Road reaches from Main Street to the 
South to Fayban Parkway to the north.  The most southerly point 
meets up with Mooseheart.  Mooseheart has approached the City 
about annexing approximately 470 acres up to and along Randall 
Road for General Commercial, Mixed Use, residential and 
apartments.  commercial development.  While the discussions 
remain preliminary at this time, the City Council is considering 
amending the comprehensive plan to accommodate development 
in the future.  

As you head north on Randall Road you will see Batavia is home to 
numerous national chain stores, such as Walmart, Sam’s Club, 
Kohl’s and Target, as well as smaller unique businesses including 
Four Beans Coffeehouse, K. Hollis Jewelers, Swordfish Restaurant, 
and Tribella Bar & Grill.  This past year saw new additions to 
Randall Road including Buy Buy Baby and Portillo’s new restaurant 
concept Honey Jam Café, set to open summer 2010.  Goodrich 
Randall 15 Theatre is home to the only IMAX theatre in the far 
western suburbs, located in the middle of Batavia’s stretch of 
Randall Road.   

 (right on Fabyan Parkway heading east) 

Fabyan Parkway (2) The corner of Fabyan Parkway and Randall Road is home to one 
of the best performing Trader Joe’s in the state, and across the 
street Walmart is beginning a major re-branding endeavor.   

 Batavia is home to approximately 27,000 residents and offers a 
wide variety of housing options.  The 2009 estimated average 
household income was $92,615.  
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Dreyer Medical Building (3) As you approach Illinois Route 31 you will see Dreyer Medical and 
the landmark Campana building on your left.  Dreyer is selling this 
property and is building a new state of the art facility further west 
on Fabyan Parkway.  The new space will provide for the Dreyer 
Medical Clinic and a freestanding retail/office building, already 
partially leased. The clinic will be built in 2 phases, initially at 
22,000 square feet, with the second phase adding 8,000 square feet. 

 

Campana Building (4) Built in 1937, the historic and nationally landmarked Campana 
Building was home to the Campana Company and their very 
popular product Italian Balm, later Campana Balm. After being 
purchased by Allied Laboratories, the company moved all 
manufacturing out of state.  Today the building is home to 
numerous businesses and is on the National Register of Historic 
Places.   

Holmstad (5) On the right is The Holmstad campus offering a continuing care 
retirement spanning approximately 38 acres.  The campus contains 
537 living units in apartment-type buildings, duplexes, quads, and 
residential care facilities. The new Town Center Building was 
completed in 2008 adding 48 apartments and luxurious amenities.  
The new building is three stories (approx. 46’ tall) and contains 
138,000 square feet.   

 
 (Continue east on Fabyan Parkway) 
   

Fabyan Parkway (6) Batavia's industrial parks are home to numerous businesses and a 
workforce of more than 5,000.  Batavia is also home to Fermilab 
with over 1,900 employees coming to the location daily.  The two 
corner lots at Fabyan and Kirk are for sale for development and are 
zoned GC General Commercial.  

(turn right onto Kirk Road heading south) 

Kirk Road (7) Right in between Batavia's very successful industrial parks and one 
of two bridges across the Fox River in Batavia, this intersection 
offers a dynamic combination of daytime and evening traffic.  Kirk 
Road offers developers access to this growing area of town and 
quick access to I-88.  Aldi’s national headquarters as well as Suncast 
Corporation can be found on Kirk Road.  
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Kirk Road is also home to the Kane County Cougars, who host an 
average of 500,000 fans each year at their tri-cities location.  The 
Chicago Premium Outlets just off I-88 brings thousands of visitors 
to this booming area each week.  Batavia is uniquely situated to 
capture consumers for your business at this opportune location.  

 (turn right onto Wilson Street heading west) 

Wilson Street & Raddant Road (8)   A new shopping center is being constructed at this intersection and 
is looking for tenants to provide services to east side consumers.  
Space is available from 1,500 – 11,658 square feet and the building 
is zoned NC, Neighborhood Commercial. 

  (turn right onto Washington Street heading north) 

Baptist Church (9) The City owns much of the block on the left including the Baptist 
Church, parking lot and adjacent parking deck.  The City has been 
working with an outside redevelopment team on identifying the 
best uses for this site to meet the City’s downtown redevelopment 
goals and market needs.  With the busy intersection at Route 25 
and Wilson St, this corner presents an excellent opportunity for 
intensive mixed use development while keeping with the unique 
downtown Batavia character.  

(turn left onto Madison Street heading west, turn left on to River St heading 
south) 

Challenge Factory (10) Batavia’s downtown was very much an industrial area hosting 
numerous industries, the largest of which produced windmills, the 
reason behind the “City of Energy”.  The Challenge Factory creates 
a distinct opportunity that the property owners have already taken 
advantage of utilizing the space as unique office spaces.  The 
property is home to numerous buildings and breathtaking river 
views.  Opportunities abound at the former Challenge Factory. 

 

Larson/Becker (11) The downtown industrial story continues at the Larson/Becker 
factory.  Another big player in the industrial revolution in Batavia, 
the facility also sits on the river and offers expansive 
redevelopment opportunities. 
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River Street (12) River Street is a lively neighborhood in Batavia’s downtown with 
O’Brien’s, El Taco Grande, Limestone Coffee, Fox’s on the River, 
Tusk Thai Cuisine, Katrina’s Aveda Salon and numerous offices.  
Businesses on this street are good examples of utilizing City grant 
programs for façade improvements.  Congressman Bill Foster’s 
office is located on N. River Street.  Development opportunities 
are readily available here as well with a mix of well established 
businesses.  

(turn right on to Wilson Street heading west) 

Wilson St Bridge (13)   Like many communities, the heart of Batavia is its downtown.  
Downtown Batavia offers sweeping views of the beautiful Fox 
River and all her power and beauty while the streets are lined with 
beautiful historic limestone buildings full of opportunity.  Batavia 
has two active Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts in the 
downtown.  The City Council has appropriated funds through 
grant programs to assist businesses and property owners with 
property improvements and redevelopment.  In 2008, the City 
completed a $10 million reconstruction project on the Wilson 
Street Bridge. 

 (turn right onto N. Island Ave) 

Recreation Center (14) The City feels strongly about strengthening the downtown while 
maintaining the acute characteristics that make Batavia unique.  
The strip center on the west side of Island Avenue and the adjacent 
McDonald’s restaurant is the site of an exciting new project.  The 
Batavia Park District and the City are partnering with a private 
developer and McDonald’s to develop a downtown recreation 
center, a new McDonald’s and a multi-level parking and retail 
structure on two plus acres.   

City Hall (15) Setting an example for developers and other property owners, the 
City converted one of the former Appleton Manufacturing 
Company buildings into the current Government Center.  The 
three story building was converted in 1983 and is also home to the 
Albright Theatre Company.   

(turn left onto Houston St, follow west) 
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Riverwalk/Depot Museum (16) The Batavia Riverwalk is a volunteer based project that took over 
5,000 volunteers and seven years to build. It is home to several 
events held throughout the year including outdoor concerts, Art in 
Your Eye, Windmill City Fest as well as the start or finish for many 
sporting events. The Riverwalk is also a permanent home for our 
collection of historic windmills from the local factories that made 
Batavia the “Windmill City” in the late 1800’s. The Batavia Depot 
Museum showcases former Batavia industries and local history, 
including artifacts from Mary Todd Lincoln’s stay at Bellevue after 
the assassination of her husband. 

  (turn left onto Water St, follow south) 

Quarry Stone Condominiums (17) Using the river as a striking amenity for downtown living, Quarry 
Stone Condominiums offer downtown living with beautiful 
riverfront access and views.  Built in 2003, the project was an early 
TIF partnership between the developer and the City. 

Water Street Studios (18) Another exciting public/private partnership project, Water Street 
Studios is a partnership with a private developer who wanted to 
build out a vacant industrial building to create  approximately 30 
artist studios, a gallery and classroom area.  The City’s 
redevelopment agreement provided $125,000 in TIF assistance. Of 
the total assistance amount, $40,000 is in the form of a grant, and 
the remaining $85,000 is in the form of a loan that will be forgiven 
over a 10-year term.  

(turn right on to Main St, turn right on to Rte 31/Batavia Ave, follow north) 

Batavia Public Library (19) Built in 2002, the Batavia Public Library’s 54,000 square foot 
facility serves nearly 18,000 registered patrons.  The library draws 
visitors from throughout the tri-cities area and features a coffee 
shop and community meeting room. 

  (turn left onto W Wilson St, follow west) 
 (turn right onto Van Nortwick Ave, follow north) 

Siemen’s (20) Recently demolished and being remediated, the former Siemen’s 
factory property covers 18 acres and is ready for redevelopment.  
Zoned MU Mixed Use, this property is ideally suited for a variety 
of residential densities and commercial space.  Adjacent to the 
property on the west is 18 acres of available farmland.     

  (turn left onto McKee St. and follow west) 
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Randall Road (21) Thank you for taking the time to tour our community.  We trust 
that you found Batavia’s possibilities endless and exciting.  To learn 
more about Batavia visit www.cityofbatavia.net/business.  For a 
personal tour of Batavia, please contact the City of Batavia 
Economic Development Department at 630.454.2000 or by email 
at econdev@cityofbatavia.net.   
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maps and data is at the risk of the recipient. This information, in either electronic or map 
form, is provided “as is”.  No warranty expressed or implied is made regarding the 
accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of the data, nor shall the act of distribution 
constitute any such warranty. This disclaimer applies both to individual use of the data 
and aggregate use with other data. 
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