
CITY OF BATAVIA 

SWIMMING POOL, SPA & 
HOT TUB REQUIREMENTS 

A. A swimming pool, spa, or hot tub are all defined as an accessory structure. 
B. A building permit is required to erect any pool above ground, on ground, in-ground, spa 

or hot tub and used for swimming or recreational bathing and capable of containing    
water greater than 24” in depth. 

Before Starting: 

Application Procedure: 

1.  Complete a Building Permit Form and submit to the Community Development Building 
Division. 

2.  Attach two copies of the plat of survey showing all utility locations, the location of the 
pool and setbacks to the property lines. (sample attached) Include proposed concrete or 
wood decks. Wood decks are required to be permitted separately as they have additional 
setback requirements and structural review.     

3. Attach method and specifications of child barrier, such as a fence meeting IRC 2006 Apex 
G, Barrier Requirements and or ASTM approved pool cover for in-ground pools and spas.  

4. Attach specifications of pool, pump, filter and also for in-ground pools a piping sche-
matic, pool volume in gallons, ASTM drain cover specifications, equipment location and 
atmospheric vacuum relief system or SRVS for suction outlets and or drains.  

Please direct all questions to the City of Batavia Building Division of the Community       
Development Department, Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM  at (630) 454-2700. 

City of Batavia, Illinois 
Building Division 

Community Development Department 
100 North Island Avenue 

Batavia, Illinois 60510 
(630)454-2700 

Fax: (630) 454-2775 
http://www.cityofbatavia.net 

Homeowner/Contractor Responsibilities: 

1. Call J.U.L.I.E (Joint Underground Location for Inspectors and Engineers) at least 48  
      hours prior to any digging to locate any underground utilities. (1-800-892-0123). 

2. Schedule the required inspections with the Building Division, including the Final        
Inspection. A 48 hour advance notice is required for scheduling inspections. 

3. The applicable adopted codes are the NEC 2005 and the IRC 2006. 

This is a summary of the City of Batavia Ordinances affecting Pool and Spa construction.  This handout is 
intended to interpret and explain ordinances, but does not represent or replace actual ordinance language.  
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and timeliness of this information. 
           6/2010 
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Definitions: 

Barrier:  A fence, wall, building wall, or combination thereof which completely surrounds 
the swimming pool and obstructs access to the swimming pool. 
 
Swimming Pool: Any structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing that contains 
water over 24 inches (610) mm in depth.  This includes in-ground, aboveground, and          
on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas. 
 
Swimming Pool, indoor:  A swimming pool which is totally contained within a structure and 
surrounded on all four sides by walls of that structure. 
 
Swimming Pool, outdoor:  Any swimming pool which is not an indoor swimming pool. 

Barrier Requirements: 

Outdoor Swimming Pools: (in-ground, aboveground, or on-ground pool, hot tub or spa): 
Top of barrier:   Must be 48 inches above grade measured on the side of the barrier  
 that faces away from the swimming pool. 
Bottom of barrier:  Maximum vertical clearance between grade and bottom of fence is 2  
 inches, measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from the  
 swimming pool. 
 Where the top of the pool is above grade, as in an aboveground pool, the barrier may 
 be at ground level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on top of the pool structure. 
 Where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical 
 clearance between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the barrier shall be 4 
 inches maximum. 
Openings: Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter sphere. 
Solid Barriers:  (Masonry or stone wall) May not contain indentations or protrusions except 
 for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints, generally 1/2” or less . 
Fences:  These are general guidelines. Differing fence construction and designs have        
 additional specific requirements. Please call for details or refer to IRC 2006, Apex G   
 Chain Link:  Maximum mesh size for a chain link fence is a 2 1/4-inch square unless 
 the fence has slats fastened at the top or bottom which reduce the openings to not more 
 than 1 3/4 inches. 
 Diagonal member fences:  (lattice fence):  Maximum opening formed  by the diagonal 
 members cannot be more than 1 3/4 inches. 
Gates: Pedestrian access gates shall open outward way from the pool, be self-closing and 
 self-latching. Locks may be used in conjunction with the self-latching device however 
 are not permitted as a substitution for a self-latching device.  
Self-latching device:  The release mechanism of the self-latching device must be located          
 either 54” from the bottom of the gate OR the release mechanism must be located on 
 the pool side of the gate at least 3 inches below the top of the gate and the gate and     
 barrier must not have an opening greater than 1/2 inch within 18 inches of the release 
 mechanism. 
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Batavia Zoning Ordinance: 
National Electrical Code 2005,  General Guidelines    
 
This is a general summary of the City of Batavia Ordinances regulating in-ground, 
above ground pools and spa / hot tub installations. 
 
• Pools may be located in rear yards only, with setbacks of 10’ from the rear and side 

property lines to the waters edge and outside any drainage, utility or natural  
easements, if greater than the required 10’ setbacks. 

 
• Concrete decks / patios may not be closer than 10’ to side and rear property lines or 

placed on any easements. 
 
• Pools and spa / hot tub shall be a minimum of 3’ from another structure such as a shed, 

garage or house. In-ground pools adjacent to structures with basements may have   
additional engineering requirements to meet the angle of  repose. 

 
• Pool and spa / hot tub shall not be located within 10’ horizontally of overhead  

utilities (electric, cable television, telephone, etc) which are less than 22.5’ above the 
pool and spa / hot tub as measured from the water’s surface and water’s edge. 

 
• Underground utilities may not be located within 5’ of waters edge unless    installed in an 

approved raceway and buried to a minimum depth of 18”. The electrical service may not 
be covered by a concrete or wood deck unless installed in an approved raceway approved 
by City Electric. 

 
• Pool pump motors and other apparatus shall be on GFCI protected branch circuits.  
 
• Above ground pool pump motors shall have a maximum of a 3’ cord with a twist lock 

plug and receptacle. The pump receptacle shall not be closer than 5’ to the pool wall. No 
extension cords are permitted. Pump motors shall be installed per their U.L. Listing. 

 
• Storable above ground pools, that which are taken down and stored during the winter 

season, may have pump motors with longer cords when part of their U.L. Listing for that 
particular pump motor. No extension cords are permitted. Pump motors shall be  
installed per their U.L. Listing.  

 
• In-ground or above ground pools shall have an additional receptacle located 10’ to 20’ 

from the pool wall or waters edge. 
 
• The pump motor, heater, electrical equipment, metal structural components of the pool, 

and other metal pool apparatus, including metal components on the house or other  
structure within 5’ horizontally and 12’ vertically of the water , shall be bonded together 
with #8 solid conductor. 
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