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Dear Residents,
There is a vision for the streets of downtown Batavia.
The City of Batavia Downtown Streetscape Framework Plan sets out a vision for the future of Downtown Batavia
as a safe, pedestrian and business friendly, attractive downtown in an unique setting, where history, nature and
city come together on the banks of the Fox River. This Framework Plan will explain the approach we will take in
developing and maintaining our streets. It was developed through a public process with the active participation
of a Citizens Advisory Committee that worked diligently with staff and consultants to create a shared vision for
our downtown.

LETTER FROM THE MAYOR

The quality of our streets and public spaces is vital to the realization of this vision. We spend much of our daily
lives in our streets, interacting with other members of the community and our environment.

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Our streets establish our image of our community and how we feel about ourselves.
Our streets instantly communicate our image/shared identity to resident and visitor alike.
Streetscape treatments instantly convey the level of commitment a city is willing to undertake to assist 			
development.
Our streets and their character attract visitors and enhance the lives of our residents.
Streetscape therefore affects the health, vitality, safety, quality of life, and therefore the economic welfare of all
of us. However, no matter how we improve our downtown we must also ensure safe access to our downtown
for our residents. This includes wider sidewalks, safe and visible crosswalks, traffic signals that favor pedestrians
and roadway geometry that reduces driver’s propensity to speed. Our downtown is the heart of our community
and should be treated as such. We wish our downtown streets to be of high quality, with well-designed places
that are vibrant, fun and enjoyable to spend time in. Our streets will be comfortable and safe for pedestrians,
accessible to all, and attractive pleasant places that enhance the quality and character of our downtown.
One of the most important realizations we made together was that we do not make the most of our extraordinary
setting. The only view of our river that many visitors have is from the Wilson Street Bridge. Our downtown should
embrace its river setting. We and visitors to our downtown should have easy access to river walks and trails, and
there is great potential for businesses and restaurants to open up to the river and make the most of views across
our river valley. We look forward to continuing the process of working with our community and together making
the future downtown Batavia a reality.
Sincerely,

Mayor
Jeffrey Schielke
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
"If we can develop and design streets so that they are wonderful, fulfilling places to be – community-building
places, attractive for all people – then we will have successfully designed about one-third of the city directly and
will have had an immense impact on the rest.“ -Alan Jacobs

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Downtown Streetscape Framework Plan in drawings and words presents a vision of what the streets of our
downtown can become. It emerged from the need for a plan for street treatments for expected developments
in our downtown. Initially it was seen as a way to provide City staff with a guide for streetscape treatments and
to provide a coordinated integrated design vocabulary for our streets.
Citizens Advisory Committee
Rather than working only with consultants, City staff recommended to the mayor that a Citizens Advisory
Committee be established to take part in the design process. Mayor Shielke requested citizens, Aldermen, and
representatives of local civic organizations to join the Committee. The Committee members became enthusiastic
participants in the process. Their role was to guide and advise the consultants who were to examine the
downtown and draw up plans for the future. They worked together with City staff and the consultants to review
existing conditions and new concepts for our streets. Their local knowledge was invaluable to the design process
and gave the designers a different perspective of downtown.
The members of the Committee were ambassadors for the plan and encouraged residents to attend the
meetings. Many residents took part at meetings in five separate districts of the downtown. For over six months
Committee members volunteered their time in what one Committee member described as “an exciting and
important process”.
Their findings were presented to the Community Development Committee of the City Council who recommended
the Plan for consideration by the City Council. The Council unanimously voted to adopt the preliminary plan at
the regular meeting on May 16th 2011. This report documents their findings and the professional opinions and
insights of City staff, Community Development Commissioners, and City of Batavia Council Members.
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STREETSCAPE FRAMEWORK PLAN

Definition of a Streetscape
‘Streetscape’ is a term used to describe the natural and built fabric
of a street. This consists of all aspects of the visual environment
of the street, including the amount, extent, and condition of
the elements that make up the visual environment and their
juxtaposition, such as paved areas, plantings, lighting, and street
furniture such as bollards, benches, tree grates, railing, walls etc.
Therefore it is the design quality of the street and its visual effect.
Elements and Activities that affect the quality of the streetscape
include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Street geometry and design
Paving, surfacing and materials
Street furniture
Lighting
Utilities
Tree planting and soft landscaping
Public art
Signage and advertising
Management and maintenance of the street
Street Maintenance and Cleaning

Goals of the Framework Plan –
“Downtown Batavia - A place we want to be”
Improving our community is at the heart of the Framework Plan.
The underlying goal from the beginning of the process was and
remains economic redevelopment. This is an all-encompassing
goal. However to create the climate for redevelopment we have
to make downtown Batavia a place people “want to be” not
just a place to drive through on our way to another destination.
Pedestrians making use of our streets will help create the vibrant
setting necessary for economic redevelopment.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is a Streetscape Framework Plan?
It is a document that delineates the “feel” we would like our
downtown streets to have. It is not a detailed design. More
detailed designs will be developed in the future. It is called a
“Framework” because we want it to be flexible and adapt to
change. It is intended to be a dynamic living document, a starting
point for a long-term process of change that will enhance our
downtown. It will help guide us in future projects and will ensure
continuity in street treatments including issues such as aesthetics,
lighting, street furniture, materials, and safety.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Help create the climate for redevelopment in our
downtown
“Make our downtown a place we want to be”.
Make downtown Batavia a safer place to be for all the users
of our streets
Design our streets and public spaces to be functional and 		
aesthetically pleasing to encourage activity
Increase the amount and quality of pedestrian space
Provide safe crosswalks on all of our streets
Identify and eliminate gaps and barriers in the pedestrian
network
Complete and improve our pedestrian sidewalk network
Reinforce and express in our designs our relationship with
the river
Utilize natural topography to maximize river views
Improve access to the river
Provide, encourage and reward the provision of clear
unobstructed, safe and well signed access to the river 		
through both privately and publically held property.
Complete a multi-use river trail
Promote and provide for continuous pedestrian movement
along the shoreline
Build a strong sense of community by creating social 		
gathering spaces
Provide plazas, terraces and other usable open spaces
Connect these and other existing public spaces with both a
primary and a secondary pedestrian circulation systems
Work to change our Expectations and our Behavior
Encourage alternate modes of transport (walking, cycling)
Reduce speeding by the design of our streets and by 		
enforcement
Respect all the users of our streets

Improve Safety for All
We wish downtown Batavia to be full of life. For this to happen
we must make our streets pedestrian friendly, safe, interesting
and pleasant places to be. Well-designed, well-ordered and
well-maintained streets and public spaces are an expression of a
confident and caring community. By creating high quality public
spaces we will attract visitors into our downtown with benefits
to the local economy. By providing high quality places we will
encourage visitors and residents to stay, linger and return to our
downtown. Public pride engenders confidence and ultimately
economic redevelopment.

We wish to make downtown Batavia a safer place for pedestrians
and all users of our streets. We should treat each other, visitors,
and community members alike with respect. Regular comments
were made at our community meetings about how difficult and
dangerous it is to be a pedestrian or a cyclist downtown. We
must also take into account the most vulnerable members of
our community: our children, senior citizens, and people with
disabilities.

Streets as Barriers
Our streets rather than being links within our community are often
seen as barriers by residents wishing to walk or cycle downtown. A
resident stated “Batavia Avenue is like a medieval moat, it, not the
river that divides our town in two”. Another resident said “Drivers
speed on our side streets using them as raceways to bypass traffic
on Wilson Street”. Other residents mentioned that traffic signals
favored auto traffic and there wasn’t enough time to safely cross
major streets. This perceived problem should be investigated to
ensure predestrian safety.
What changes do we need in order to make our streets safe? We
have to make physical changes to the design of our streets and we
have to change our behavior.
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We can change the design of some of our streets to reduce
speeding and improve safety but we also need to change our
expectations and behavior. We cannot expect to speed through
a local community and we will have to consider alternates such
as carpooling, cycling, and walking our children to school. If we
do not change our own behavior we cannot expect nonresidents
to do so.

Our residents have an intuitive understanding of the many
extraordinary physical assets of our community. But we do not
advertise these assets to visitors, nor use them for the economic
benefit of our City. Downtown Batavia exists because of our
long-term relationship to the river. There are few places to
view our river from our streets and public spaces. Visitors get a
brief view of the river from Wilson Street Bridge but unless you
spend time in our downtown there is little chance of discovering
the beautiful river walk or extraordinary features such as Clark
Island. We must value what we have and put the exceptional
natural environment of downtown Batavia on display. Though the
Streetscape Framework was not intended to do so, developing
the relationship of our downtown to our river became a major
goal of the process.

We must also increase the number of pedestrian trips we make
in our community for enjoyment, going to school, work, and on
our daily errands. Pedestrian activity increases our health and
the economic and social health of our community.

Make the most of what we have –
Neighborhood Identity

Changes in Behavior
The traffic in our downtown can be divided into through traffic
and then local traffic. Streets such as Batavia Avenue carry traffic
heading north and south along the Fox River valley and are
dedicated as state routes. Drivers often do not acknowledge that
they are passing through a local community and travel well in
excess of speed limits. If we continue to make the moving of traffic
the main priority for our street design that is exactly what we will
have. We will have to change the design of our streets to reduce
speeding and add signage to make drivers more aware they are
entering a community.

Downtown Batavia has a series of small neighborhoods. Each of
these areas has its own character, which should be reflected in
the urban form of the streetscape.
Streetscape treatments should be sympathetic to local character,
activity and context, in design and detail.
There is one other quality that many successful streets have.
Beauty should be one of the characteristics of a successful street.
It is less easy to design or produce, but may well be a natural
product of the other indicators of a successful streetscape. The
emphasis of the street needs to be directed towards human
scale, locally distinctive spaces, that are easily read and wellmaintained, and will be well used and a source of pride for local
people.

However, much of the traffic at peak hours on Wilson Street
crossing the river is created by local residents dropping-off or
picking-up their children from our schools. Drivers, often residents
of Batavia, speed on side streets while attempting to avoid traffic
on Wilson Street.
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If we design our streets for moving traffic as the main and sometimes
only priority then that is what we will have. We must share our
streets and have respect for all users. We should ensure that the
sidewalk network is complete and accessible for all. There should
be sidewalks along all our streets. There should be a minimum of
interruptions in their continuity and connectivity such as curb cuts
and barriers of any form. We should provide pedestrian refuges
from automobile and truck traffic by installing bump-outs and
wide and noticeable crosswalks. Traffic signals should favor safe
pedestrian movement and street geometry should be altered to
reduce speeding and allow for clear sight lines and intersections. In
all cases we should work to create safe, functional and aesthetically
pleasing environments to encourage activity.

Make the most of what we have –
Our Relationship to the River.

STREETSCAPE FRAMEWORK PLAN

Physical Design Changes to Make our
Streets Safe

CITY of BATAVIA : A GROWING COMMUNITY

1837 First Wilson Street
bridge constructed

1911 Second Wilson Street
bridge constructed

Mary Todd Lincoln committed to
Bellview Place Psychiatric Hospital
City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

HISTORICAL TIMELINE

1833 City of Chicago
Incorporated

1830

1840

1850

1833 City of Batavia
founded by Christopher Payne

Oldest city in Kane County

Production Supplies to Chicago

Train networks introduced
to region

City becomes peaceful
refuge for settling black
community

1854- Newton Wagons incorporated

1870

1860
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1880

1890

1871- Stone quarry
used to rebuild Chicago
following great ﬁre

1872- Shumway and Sons Foundry
begins supplying metal
to reconstruct Chicago

1890- The Appleton, The Challenge,
and the U.S. Wind Engine and Pump
Company make Batavia the
windmill capital of the world

1872: major production ends with warehouse ﬁre

FLOUR
ICE
LUMBER
NIAGRA LIMESTONE

Altamanu

First automobile introduced
to region
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1900

1910

1920

Population Growth

2010 : Population reaches 27,701

24000

2000 : Population reaches 23,866

21000
18000
Congressional Representative Dennis
Hastert is elected speaker of the House

15000

2007 Present Wilson Street
bridge constructed

12000

Fermi National Accelorator announces
successful push of protons to nearly the
speed of light with a new atom smasher
of revolutionary design
1950

1960

1970

1980

9000

1990

2000

6000
2010

3000

Batavia Metal Products supply
vital armements for WWII

1970 : Population reaches 8,994
1960 : Population reaches 7,496

1891 : Population reaches 1,800
1850 : Population reaches 892

Existing warehouses become
industrial complex contributing
to space exploration
1968- Fermi National Accelorator
Construction begins

1920’s-30’s production ends with advent of refridgeration
1920: production ends with donation of quarry land to township park board
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1940

1980 : Population reaches 10,930

HISTORICAL TIMELINE

1930

1990 : Population reaches 17,076

Existing Conditions

BATAVIA TODAY

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

The downtown of the City of Batavia possesses a unique blend
of historic and contemporary buildings, many distinguished
by the use of local stone. It is situated on the sloping bluffs
that provide wonderful views of the Fox River valley. This
noteworthy topography, the history of the City and the
relationship to the river give the downtown a distinct and
attractive character. As one resident stated at a community
meeting “I enjoy the mix of natural areas, urban areas, and
historic buildings all in one downtown”.
Batavia’s streets and local architecture have long symbolized
the City’s beauty and quality of life. However, many streets
have also come to symbolize the growing pains that can
accompany growth and change over time. Surface parking
lots, over-large setbacks, and a lack of sympathy for the
unique local architecture have lessened the distinguishing
qualities and local character of the streets. Also a lack of
continuity in streetscape design and landscape treatment has
further reduced the visual cohesion of the downtown. Further
development is welcomed but that development should help
to enhance the unique qualities of the City and to encourage
residents and visitors alike to use the downtown and be more
involved in the community.

Finding Downtown Batavia
During the public process for this project it became evident
that our citizens have a great fondness for downtown Batavia
and a desire to see it revive.
Batavians are proud of their history, the traditional architecture
still present in our downtown and the extraordinary contrast
between the built and natural environment of our city.
Residents expressed their enjoyment of the natural amenities
at the very center of our city: the River and Riverwalk and the
unique relationship where nature and urbanism meet.

Most visitors looking for downtown Batavia will potentially
follow the indications that we provide. Visitors using Kirk Road
will see the words “City of Batavia” written large on the water
towers in the distance (see figure 10A). Driving north along
Kirk Road the water tower close to Fabyan Parkway will draw
potential visitors past the turn at Wilson Street, where there
is no indication that the downtown is nearby. Similarly along
Randall Road, the approach to downtown Batavia is subdued.
On Batavia Avenue there is an attractive but not very noticeable
sign welcoming visitors at the historic cemetery, however, as
Distant View - something to attract/draw
we approach the Wilson Avenue intersection there are now
signs indicating the direction of the historic downtown or its
attractions.

Distant View - something to attract/draw you

way-finding system that is developed will help to guide and
Procession – you are inside The
the
town,
direct people to and through the downtown area. Street level
you
vitality, legibility, safety, maintenance, and replacement costs
Enclosed
are all major concerns in creating an informational signage
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and way-finding system that is direct and friendly. The plan
should be easily altered and expanded upon as the downtown
continues to evolve and redevelop. The program should
consider a variety of sign types including, but not limited to:

Approach
- area inside
youFinding
are
getting close to
Recommendations
Way
Procession
– youfor
the town,
System.
Enclosed event/space
This project recommends the design and installation of a
pedestrian and vehicular way-finding system to direct visitors
Approach
- andyou
are getting
close
to
to the
downtown area
its cultural
attractions
and assets
from all major transportations
arteries in the area. This system
event/space
should also help visitors navigate through the downtown and
easily find specific destinations.

•
•
•

General directional information
(pedestrian and vehicular)
Interpretive and educational signage
Street signage

and

way-finding

Event/Space – you arrive and experience the
space

youwillarrive
andofexperience
TheEvent/Space
desired way-finding–system
have a range
scales for the
many different locations where
it
will
be
located.
It
should also
space
be imaginative, distinct, and memorable. Recommendations
have been made to create large-scale sculptural events near
major
changes in directionDistant
such as atview
Kirk Road
and Wilson
Nextof
next
Street. Here an eye catching sculpture could be placed on the
event/space
NE corner on City owned land
(see figure 11A,B) and at the
intersection of Main Street and Batavia Avenue (see figure
11C). The system will also include a comprehensive array of
directional, street name, and interpretive signs consistent
with the downtown brand that can be extended to marketing
Repeat
to core events.
of City
materials
and downtown

Next-

the

Distant view of next
event/space

Need to Catch “them” at Kirk and Wilson
Then another event to draw the eye as it is a long entryway

Repeat to core of City

The Mayor
has already been in discussions with
*The*Mayor
has already been in discussions with
theway
Toll(ISTHA)
way about
(ISTHA)
about
brown
the Toll
brown
signs on
88 signs on 88

However, it also became evident that these features are
difficult for visitors to see and there is a need to develop a
way-finding signage system for the downtown area. It is as if
we know of their presence and have forgotten that we need to
share this information with a potential visitor. Not only do we
not advertise the amenities of our downtown but in fact we
do not even advertise our downtown itself. There is almost no
signage along the major arterial roadways and state routes to
direct a visitor to our historic downtown.

Altamanu

The history of downtown Batavia will also be interpreted.
Recommendations from the public have included the
celebration of famous residents and innovators, historical
figures who worked in or visited Batavia, (such as President
John F. Kennedy and Charles Lindberg), and a reflection of
the industrious past. These interpretive signs and kiosks will
reinforce our efforts to make Batavia a viable destination.
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figure 10A.

Project Goals For Signage

•
•
•

Process

Critical to the success of this project is an ongoing publicprivate partnership between the City and local residents and
organizations. The Streetscape Advisory Committee can assist in
determining what destinations should be included in the system,
review destination names, and suggest alternative terms that
might clarify way-finding, if necessary. The Committee can
also assist in the review of the full design vocabulary/type or
family of signage and present the designs to stakeholders and
the community. Later, members of the Committee could assist
in a public presentation of full-scale mock-ups at test sites,
collect public comment and work with City staff and designers
to perfect the designs.

Create a unique Gateway
Mounds and Metal Silhouettes
NE corner of Kirk and Wilson
Light at Night

Create a unique Gateway
Mounds and Metal Silhouettes
NE corner of Kirk and Wilson
Light at Night
City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

•

To enhance visitors’ and locals’ ability to easily find our
downtown.
To enhance visitor’s and locals’ ability navigate downtown
and to find desired destinations.
To support and promote a distinct identity for our
downtown.
To support and direct people to historical and cultural sites.
To direct people to our natural amenities

“We just happen to own a piece of
property on Kirk Road at that corner”
“We just happen to own a piecesaid
of Alderman Victor Dietz.
BATAVIA TODAY

•

• Add sculpture or gateway element (we know sculpture is expensive)
• Add signage, reduce number of curb cuts, add trees in grates, maybe a plaza in front of Calvary Church

property on Kirk Road at that corner”
said Alderman Victor
Dietz.
figure 11A.

figure 11C.

figure 11B.
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ET

ENU
BATAV IA AV

DISTRICT 1: Batavia Avenue
RIV ER STR EE T

IS LA N D AV E

NUE

SPRING STREET

HOUSTON STREET

DISTRICT 2: Houston Street, North
Water Street, North Island Avenue,
City Hall, and the River

STATE STREET

DISTRICT 3: River Street and the River

EET
WATE R ST R

1ST STREET

SH UM WAY AV EN UE

WILSON STREET

MAIN STREET

Districts Divided by Character

DISTRICT 4: Wilson Street
WEBSTER STREET

DISTRICT 5: South Water Street, 1 st
Street, and Shumway Avenue

ADAMS STREET

The downtown as a whole presented a large area to
be studied through a public process. The work was
to be carried out with a very ambitious schedule and
with public involvement. Existing conditions had to
examined and analyzed and opportunities and concerns had to be identified before design alternates
were considered.
This at first appeared a daunting task. City staff
suggested that the downtown could be studied as a
whole and then divided into distinct areas or districts
each with its own urban characteristics. Each of
these districts could be studied in turn and recommendations made. Finally all recommendations could
be put together for the entire study area.
The 5 Districts can be seen in figure 13A.
Each area was examined in detail and discussed with
staff, the Advisory Committee, and the public at a
series of community meetings. This document considers the differing requirements of each District of
the downtown providing recommendations for each
District and the downtown as a whole.

LAUREL STREET

figure 13A.
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District 1: Batavia Avenue

BATAVIA AVENUE
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DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

HOUSTON STREET

WEST WILSON STREET

“The Avenue” and/or Route 31 – An Overview of
Existing Conditions:
Senior residents of Batavia have a very tender spot in their hearts
for Batavia Avenue or “The Avenue” as they refer to it. There
is a faded glory to the Avenue that is still evident today in its
grand scale, superb historic churches and remnants of the fine
rows of buildings that once lined the street. Today the character
of the Avenue has changed. There have been many reasons for
this, but one to of the factors has been the increasing regional
transportation role the Avenue plays. The comprehensive plan
sums it up in this way:
“Past Comprehensive Plans have recognized the unique
locational characteristics of the city, especially its position in
the Fox Valley Region urban corridor. Historic Routes 25 and 31
provide north/south routes along the east and west sides of the
river, which extend the full length of the region” -City of Batavia
Comprehensive Plan 				
Its role as a local destination and entry thoroughfare into the City
has been partially eclipsed by that of State Route 31, a regional
transportation corridor and arterial street.

1ST STREET

MAIN STREET

“Arterial streets are roadways that serve high volumes of traffic,
and provide connectivity to surrounding communities. Generally
these roads handle medium- to long- distance trips with some
interruptions in traffic flow.” --City of Batavia Comprehensive
Plan 				
Residents at community meetings stated their belief that it is (the
traffic on) Batavia Avenue that divides the city rather than the
river. The “Avenue” has become for many residents a barrier they
must overcome to reach downtown. It was not that they wished
to prevent traffic connecting the communities of the river valley,
but residents felt that the roadway should serve many functions
with respect for all users of the street. Batavia Avenue should
have a new balance between auto and truck traffic and use of the
Avenue by pedestrians and cyclists. They called for slowing down
traffic, providing safer crosswalks, and making the role of the
“Avenue” as a community entryway more evident. The Avenue
must welcome residents and visitors alike to downtown Batavia
and “If we are going to do it; we should do it well”.

District Overview
Altamanu
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Batavia Avenue - Overall Recommendations
Welcoming Gateways
Batavia Avenue is the main thoroughfare that passes through
downtown on the City’s west side, making it an important
entryway to downtown. A change in land-use and urban character
marks the beginning of the downtown at Main Street to the South
and Houston Street to the North. We wish to demarcate these
intersections as major gateways into the community and our
downtown. These gateways will have multiple functions: they will
indicate to drivers that they are entering a community not just
a continuation of Route 31, by drawing attention they can help
advise drivers of potential pedestrians and cyclists, and when
accompanied by suitable signage they can encourage drivers to
take more care and to slow down.
We wish to link these gateways with a series of spaces, each with
its own recognizable character that we can enhance. By creating
recognizable spaces we can emphasize the local character of the
street and divide the street into identifiable walkable sections.
The variety of historic churches, houses, commercial buildings,
and the library can be displayed as important visual elements of
each of these spaces.
Spaces however must be enclosed or have boundaries to be
recognized and many of the elements that frame the street are
absent in some sections of the Avenue. Some sidewalks have
continuous curb cuts that are useful for vehicular access, but
do not provide a safe environment for pedestrians. Curbs cuts
do not have to be completely eliminated, but can be grouped
to reduce potential barriers for pedestrians and increase their
safety. Property owners should be encouraged and rewarded for
adding boundary walls, railings and planting that hold the street
edge. The use of a variety of materials, the planting of additional
street trees, and the reconstruction of curbs can help reduce
the impression of scale and encourage traffic to slow down.
Colored crosswalks will distinctly indicate the potential presence
of pedestrians. Bump outs will provide gathering space for
pedestrians and reduce crossing distance thus improving safety.
If we can create a safe and aesthetically pleasing environment,
pedestrians will be encouraged to use and stay on the street

5.

There is an instant transition while arriving into the downtown
area from the north. North of Houston the Avenue is lined by
trees and grass parkways however after Houston, the trees
disappear and the visitor is presented with views of dueling
gas stations, fast food concessions, and a a plethora of signage
that distracts from the appearance of the historic churches
and traditional architecture of downtown Batavia. There is no
indication of arrival in downtown Batavia. Residents stated that
the intersection of Houston and the Avenue is dangerous to
cross for pedestrians.
There is no indication, by way of signage or gateway that Wilson
Street is the major link for the community through downtown
and across the river. The set back at the library increases the
roadway characteristics of this intersection. The owners of
the historic Victorian residence on the west side have added
plantings and railings to create a buffer to the street and to
mediate the scale of the street. There is no clear indication of
crosswalks or other pedestrian guides that this is an important
intersection.

4

3.

The Congregational Church and Public Library form major
components of an “institutional zone” and both are area
landmarks. Batavia Ave feels wider here as both the Church
and Library are set back from the street. Also a parking lane in
front of the library expands the roadway width.

3
2.
1ST STREET

The block between Main and First Street is held on the west by
a dignified historic terrace of buildings. The retail on the ground
floor activates the street. The urban quality of the street on the
east side falls apart. The intersection at 1st Street is dominated
by views to the impressive steeple of the Congregational Church
of Batavia. Two corners of this important intersection have
no buildings. The small scaled buildings on the two southern
corners are set back with curb cuts through the pedestrian way.
There are no defined entryways, landscape buffer, or street
trees.

2

1.
MAIN STREET

From a northbound approach, the intersection of Main Street
and Batavia Avenue is the first view we have of the downtown
area. There is no indication that this is an important entryway
into downtown. There are wonderful trees on the west side but
trees hide the historic Calvary Episcopal Church. Signage for the
Historic District is overwhelmed by commercial signage and the
most visible sign is that of Chase Bank. North of Chase Bank the
streetscape falls apart with a lack of street trees and multiple
curb cuts and an accumulation of signage.

1

Existing Conditions
15

Altamanu

Inc.

planning + landscape architecture + urban design

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

WILSON STREET

5

DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

HOUSTON STREET

4.

• Add sculpture or gateway element (we know sculpture is expensive)
• Add signage, reduce number of curb cuts, add trees in grates, maybe a plaza in front of Calvary Church

EXISTING

Proposed- Intersection of Main Street and Batavia Avenue

PROPOSED
HOUSTON STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

HOUSTON STREET

WILSON STREET

WILSON STREET

Develop this intersection as a major gateway into downtown. As traffic from the south approaches the downtown,
the northeast corner of Main Street and Batavia Avenue can be seen from a distance. The northeast corner forms
a vista termination that can be used as a stage for a sculptural element that will attract the attention of drivers and
announce the downtown. The existing signage denoting the Historic District has to compete with many commercial
signs of greater size and vibrancy, therefore add gateway elements at the corners of the intersection that signal this
as the southern entry point to the downtown district.

1ST STREET

We wish to develop this intersection as a recognizable space. The trees in front of Calvary Episcopal Church should
be trimmed to put this historic building on display. In addition, a small plaza could be built to provide a pedestrian
gathering space. This structure compliments the terrace of historic buildings on the North West corner. Add low
walls or decorative fences to adjacent properties at the intersection to enclose the space. Add colored crosswalks
to indicate the presence of pedestrians and to improve safety. Plant more street trees on the east side to provide
a suitably impressive progression along the Avenue.

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

District Opportunities
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EXISTING

Proposed- Main Street to First Street

PROPOSED
HOUSTON STREET

WILSON STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

WILSON STREET

This is the first room in the progression nothbound toward the downtown area. Add street trees in grates to the
east side. Add curbs and side walk for pedestrian safety. Eliminate any unnecessary curb cuts along the Avenue
and reduce driveways to a maximum width of 24ft for cars and 30ft for truck traffic. Where properties are set
back from the building line, add low walls, a landscape buffer, and/or an ornamental fence to enclose the street
edge. In the long term, reduce and improve the commercial signage. Add pedestrian scale lighting to create a
more conducive environment for pedestrians. Add colored crosswalks and gateway elements at the intersection.
1ST STREET

1ST STREET

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

District Opportunities
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Proposed- First Street to Wilson Street

PROPOSED
HOUSTON STREET

HOUSTON STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

Add street trees, railings, piers and lights, make a visual connection between Library and Church

WILSON STREET

The spire, broad roof and neoclassical façade of the Congregational Church dominate the next room along the
Avenue. Add trees in grates to frame the façade. Encourage the congregation to take the opportunity to add a
second row of threes along the property line to create an allée of trees and a unique experience for pedestrians.
Add low walls, a landscape buffer, and/or an ornamental fence to enclose the street edge. The main doorway
to the church aligns with the entryway portico of the library and is also online with the tower to the east along
South Water Street. Consider ways of visually joining the church and library to create a civic zone.

1ST STREET

1ST STREET

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

District Opportunities
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EXISTING

Proposed- Intersection of Wilson Street and Batavia Avenue

PROPOSED
HOUSTON STREET

1ST STREET

WILSON STREET

The Avenue grows wider as we approach the intersection with Wilson Street. The Library is set back and
a parking lane added increases crossing distance for pedestrians. There is no indication that Wilson Street
is the main street linking downtown across the river. Therefore add gateway elements and signage at the
corners of the intersection. Property owners have tried to beautify this intersection with fences and flowers.
Add in ground planters to the west side where there is space. Create a small plaza space on the Northwest
corner and a new bus stop shelter that is more in character with downtown Batavia. Add ramps to elevate
the severe change in grade on the North East side. Add colored crosswalks to indicate the presence of
pedestrians and to improve safety. Work to increase traffic signal timing for pedestrian movements and
consider removing the right hand turn lane that is considered dangerous by residents.

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

WILSON STREET

1ST STREET

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

District Opportunities
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Proposed- Intersection of Houston Street and Batavia Avenue

PROPOSED
HOUSTON STREET
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DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

HOUSTON STREET

WILSON STREET

WILSON STREET

Create a suitable entry into the downtown from the north. Add signage welcoming visitors to downtown. The City
is to work to improve commercial signage that currently dominates views to the historic church spires. Reduce
and/or consolidate curb cuts and remove barriers from the pedestrian environment. Residents considered this
an important pedestrian crossing point from the west toward downtown. Add colored cross walks. Add a new
sidewalk to ensure safe landing points at termini of crosswalks. Add low walls and/or railings and a landscape
buffer when buildings are set back from the street. Add a fence to South East corner of the intersection where
currently cars cross and block the sidewalk. Encourage a shared use of the existing parking lots. Add street trees
in grates and pedestrian scale lights to reduce the scale of the environment.

1ST STREET

1ST STREET

MAIN STREET

MAIN STREET

District Opportunities
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DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

WATER STREET

NORTH ISLAND AV

ENUE

HOUSTON STREET

WEST WILSON STREET
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DISTRICT 2 : Houston St. and Water St. and North Island

District 2: Houston, Water, North Island
An Overview of Existing Conditions:

District 2 - Overall Recommendations

This District still manages to convey some the great charm and
appeal of downtown, despite current issues of missing sidewalks,
large areas of hardscape, and a lack of street trees. The history
of Batavia and its river valley setting are on display. There are
wonderful views of the Depot Pond, the quiet treasure of the
Depot Museum, the hidden beauty of the River Walk, the fine
architecture of City Hall, and the River itself, all enclosed within
the tree covered banks of the Fox Valley. The area is already
tremendously popular because of these features and because of
its use for festivals and special events. Cyclists cross this District
travelling from one side of the valley to the other, however on a
day to day basis there are few pedestrian users and its primary
function is an auto corridor and traffic bypass. The potential of
this area is extraordinary and the foundation for future success
is already present. It is an area that needs to be encouraged to
unfold and one where its features need to be communicated to
a wider audience.

Houston Street has the potential to be a spectacular entry to
downtown and maybe more importantly it can be the green spine
that links the downtown together in a parallel but more intimate
way than Wilson Street. It can be a route for visitors and for
residents, from both sides of the river to access the downtown
and the many amenities that we should do more to advertise.
A community prospers when there is connectivity and Houston
Street can link residents on the West Side across The Avenue to
the Pond and Batavia’s Civic Center, the Plaza, and across the River
by way of the Peace Bridge to the proposed East Side River District.
It can be made safer and more pedestrian and bike friendly and a
way for visitors and residents to access many of great natural and
civic features of downtown.

The intersection of Houston Street and Batavia Avenue is the
start of an important entryway into downtown Batavia. It is the
beginning of a journey that can create a strong unifying system
across the northern section of downtown. It can be a route for
visitors and more importantly for residents, from both sides
of the river to access the downtown. Houston Street has the
potential to be a spectacular entry to downtown and maybe
more importantly it can be the spine that links our downtown
together in a parallel but more intimate way than Wilson Street.
Residents stated that they used Houston Street as an alternate
way to go downtown by both car and on foot. However, residents
also stated that they frequently felt in danger from speeding
traffic trying to bye pass traffic on Wilson Street. The skewed
intersection with South Water Street has poor sight lines making
it difficult to see approaching traffic. “People speed down the
hill and do not slow down for intersections”, a resident said at
a community meeting. Many residents stated they would use
Houston Street more as pedestrians and cyclists if it was safer.
The District currently lacks pedestrian friendly spaces. Sections
of sidewalk are missing or have been removed to make way
for infrequently used right hand turns or replaced by almost
continuous curb cuts to the more than ample parking lots. The
overall lack of trees makes for a barren and unpleasant pedestrian
experience as well as an increased urban heat island effect. A
resident called the street “arid” due to this lack of street trees.
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Many of the obstacles in the District that restrict use by pedestrians
and cyclists can be eliminated. Completion of the sidewalk network
throughout the District should be a priority. Intersections should
be treated as spaces with bump outs and colored crosswalks for
safer pedestrian use. “We have so many races and events and it
(this area) is a focal point of the downtown. We should make it
safer and friendlier”, a resident stated. The zoning code already
calls for buildings to be constructed up to and along the property
line but while we await redevelopment, property owners should
be encouraged to add boundary walls, railings, and planting that
hold the street edge. “Both City and business must work together
to improve our downtown”. Street trees in grates will soften the
environment and reduce the feeling of open arid hardscape that
dominates the District. They can be used to frame views to the
Pond and to City Hall, the Plaza and the River.
Important intersections such as North Island Avenue and Houston
Street should be emphasized with colored pedestrian tables and
gateway features. The intersection of North Island Avenue and
Wilson Street should be marked as a gateway to City Hall and the
Civic Center of the City. When redevelopment does occur, views
and direct access to the river should be made major priorities.
Property owners stated that there is a real safety issue along
North Island Avenue today; sidewalks should be expanded where
possible and they called for bump-outs, saying that they are good
for visibility and will slow people (traffic) down.

1. Houston Street from The Avenue 		

2. The Intersection with Water Street

3. Depot Pond frontage along Houston

The slope down from the Avenue is excessive
and all the more reason to provide a safe
pedestrian environment. There is no sidewalk
on the north side of the street between Batavia
Avenue and Water Street. The space that could
be used for a sidewalk has been devoted to a
right hand turn onto The Avenue. The sidewalks
on the south side are narrow and have no street
trees. The retaining walls used on both sides of
the street are practical but unexceptional and
there is a missed opportunity to express the
local tradition of the use of cut stone.

Water Street currently functions more as a
parking lot than a street. The internal parking
lot spaces bleed out onto the streetscape and
sidewalk leaving the street edge and pedestrian
space largely undefined. “It used to be a train line
and evolved as a parking lot”, said an attendee
at a community meeting. The intersection with
Houston is skewed and residents stated it is
difficult to see traffic coming down the hill. The
parking lot on the SW corner is unsightly and
does not meet code. Many utility boxes mar the
entryway to the Depot Museum and signage for
local attractions is undersized or missing.

Views to this wonderful feature from the street
are limited by the change in grade. Some residents stated that cyclists travel at speed along
the sidewalks. The street frontage along the
south side lacks any definition. Some sections of
sidewalk are missing in part and large curb cuts
to the more than ample parking lots sub divide
the remainder. The arid treeless environment
discourages pedestrian use.

to Water Street
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4. The Intersection with North Island Avenue 		

5. City Hall Plaza

6. North Island Avenue

This intersection has many functions as it is part of the streets
it joins, an entry to City Hall, and a continuation of City Hall
Plaza. Residents said that this intersection can be dangerous
as pedestrians and cyclists travel to and from the Peace Bridge
while cars speed around the corner from Houston to North Island
Avenue.

Residents said that the Plaza is hot in the summer and rarely used. ‘We use it for special events but
it was like standing in a frying pan this summer”, said a resident. Jim Eby, of Batavia Park District
reminded residents at the community meetings that this space had been transformed by the Park
District from a parking lot into a plaza. There are no trees because the bedrock is only 18” down and
the plantings were selected because of this. Currently “volunteer trees” block views to the river and
the layout of walls within the plaza that are a representation of a windmill in plan, block the easy
progress of pedestrians and the many cyclists that use the Peace Bridge as an important connection
in the overall area trail system.

North Island Avenue is largely defined by the strip commercial development along both
sides of the street. The lack of street trees and the parking lots bordering the right-of-way
result in an undefined streetscape edge unsuitable for a street serving as an entry point to
the City’s Civic Center. Developments along the east side of the street, including the public
plaza in front of City Hall close-off access to the river, arguably the City’s greatest asset. Any
future development along the corridor should embrace the river and incorporate views of
and public space along its banks. The intersection of Wilson and North Island Avenue is
important visually as it can be seen from far away on the east side of the City. The pedestrian
zone at this intersection is shared with bikes and cluttered by utilities. There is little space
for meeting, waiting, and interaction with other community members.

and Houston Street

Existing Conditions
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EXISTING

PROPOSED

HOUSTON STREET
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NORTH ISLAND AV

DISTRICT 2 : Houston Street

ENUE

HOUSTON STREET

WEST WILSON STREET

WEST WILSON STREET

Proposed- Houston Street from The Avenue to Water Street

Improve the safety and experience for pedestrians. Narrow driving lanes to 11ft. Add a sidewalk
to the north side of the street and expand the narrow sidewalk on the south side. Add street
trees in grates where possible. The City should encourage property owners to use a form liner
to cast in place retaining walls that will create a stone like look reminiscent of the use of Batavia
stone; an opportunity to express the local tradition of the use of cut stone.

District Opportunities
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WEST WILSON STREET

Proposed- The Intersection with Water Street

Reshape the geometry of this intersection to improve
sight lines. Add bump-outs to allow gathering space
for pedestrians. Add colored crosswalks to indicate
the presence of pedestrians.
Bring adjacent parking lots up to code. Eliminate
entry drives from the intersection. The approach to
the Depot Museum should be improved and utilities
grouped or buffered by planting. Improve signage for
the River Trail system. It should direct users of the trail
and also warn motorists of their presence.

District Opportunities
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HOUSTON STREET

NORTH ISLAND AV

HOUSTON STREET

DISTRICT 2 : Water Street

PROPOSED

NORTH ISLAND AV

EXISTING

WEST WILSON STREET

Proposed- Water Street

Complete the sidewalk network along Water Street
and prevent parking across the sidewalks and public
pedestrian way. Reduce driving lanes to 11ft. Widen
sidewalk where possible. Add trees in grates and
differentiate the public pedestrian way from the private
parking lots. Group curb cuts and create safe entry
and exit drives from adjacent parking lots. Reconfigure
the parking lot on the west side of the street near the
intersection with Wilson. Change to angled parking.
Add an ornamental fence and landscape buffer in the
resulting space along the street edge. Examine options
for retaining parallel street parking. Add minor gateway
to NW corner or intersection with West Wilson Street.

District Opportunities
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EXISTING

Add street trees and use trees to separate bikes and pedestrian ways. Plant trees in lines to frame views to the
water. Consider this a prominent location for public art. Separate the bike path from the pedestrian way with
trees in grates and define each path with different paving materials. Add planted parking islands every 10 parking
spaces along north side of street. Add bump-outs and colored cross walks to mark the intersections as spaces.
Complete the sidewalk network along the south side. Group curb cuts and create safe entry and exit drives from
adjacent parking lots. Widen the sidewalk and add street trees in grates on the south side of the street.

Intersection of Houston and North Island Avenue looking south

District Opportunities
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Proposed- Houston Street from Water to Island Avenue

DISTRICT 2 : Houston Street

WEST WILSON STREET

NORTH WATER STREET

BATAVIA AVENUE

NORTH ISLAND AV

ENUE

HOUSTON STREET

PROPOSED

ENUE

PROPOSED

BATAVIA AVENUE

NORTH ISLAND AV

HOUSTON STREET

WEST WILSON STREET

Pedestrians and cyclists cross this intersection, often
not along the expected or defined path. Reduce
speed of drivers by adding bump-outs and by creating
a colored crossing plaza that will allow the entire
intersection to be used by pedestrians and bikes.
The colored area will indicate to drivers that this is a
special and shared space. The colored crossing plaza
will assist in creating a suitable forecourt to City Hall.
Redesign City Plaza to provide views and access to the
river, safer access to the bridge, enclosure along the
south side, and frame views back toward City Hall.

Proposed- The Intersection with North island Avenue

District Opportunities
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DISTRICT 2 : Houston Street and North Island

EXISTING

EXISTING

PROPOSED

The overall experience along Houston should direct user’s attention and frame views to City Hall, the Plaza, and
of the river at the street’s eastern terminus. Though the trees that have grown between the plaza and the river
provide potential precious animal habitat, residents wished to open the plaza up to the river and provide direct
access to the water. Residents felt that the view across the river and the ability to walk along its banks were
critical. The habitat to the north of City Hall should continue to be protected. “It should remain a pedestrian
zone with no bike traffic at all, so the birds are not disturbed,” said a resident. Consider the view corridors across
and along the river and provide elements across the river to draw people’s attention and begin to merge the two
sides of the City together.
The Plaza should be made more inviting with colorful shade structures and seating. It should become a rest stop
for cyclists and pedestrians. Signage should be improved as this is a critical fulcrum point in the River Walk and
trail systems. “It’s like the O’Hare for cyclists today”, said one resident. Consider an informational kiosk with
general information on the area, the river, and the trail systems. Design the space for multiple uses including
special events. When redevelopment occurs build to the lot line along the southern edge to enclose part of the
space, but ensure that the view corridor from the North Island and Wilson Street intersection remains open
to City Hall. Consider the potential for a concession to serve the many users of the trail. Separate the bike and
pedestrian traffic and remove obstacles from the path system. Make this a central public space that will be a hub
from which and to which paths extend; a Plaza in the heart of the Civic Center of the City.

District Opportunities
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Proposed- City Hall Plaza

DISTRICT 2 : City Plaza
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DISTRICT 2 : North Island

HOUSTON STREET

NORTH WATER STREET

PROPOSED

BATAVIA AVENUE

EXISTING

WEST WILSON STREET

Proposed- North Island Avenue

Narrow driving lanes to 11 feet to allow for increased
sidewalk width. Work with property owners on both
sides to modify the parking lots so that a landscape
buffer and ornamental fence can be added. Add
bump outs to provide spaces for pedestrians and to
slow traffic. Add street trees in grates to soften the
environment. When redevelopment occurs make
visual and physical access to the river priorities. The
intersection of Wilson and North Island Avenue is
important visually as it can be seen from far away
on the east side of the City. The pedestrian zone at
this intersection is shared with bikes and cluttered by
utilities. Add bump outs to provide space for meeting,
waiting, and interaction with other community
members.
Remove or relocate obstacles and above ground
utilities in the pedestrian right-of-way. Add colored
crosswalks at the intersection and gateway elements
to announce this as the entryway to the Civic Center.

District Opportunities
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District 3: River Street
An Overview of Existing Conditions:
River Street within the study area has different character zones.
Its character changes from urban near the intersection with
Wilson Street to residential and suburban as we travel to the
north or south away from downtown.
Urban Zone
The urban heart of River Street and the most active is the block
just north of the intersection with Wilson Street. It has a high
concentration of historic buildings, the majority occupied by
businesses and restaurants. These buildings are primarily built
directly along the edge of the street creating a sense of enclosure
which is lacking in other districts. Where buildings are set back
low brick walls and trees hold the street edge. The use of stone or
brick in the historic facades and brick pavers adds to the warmth
of the built environment of this section of the street. The sense
of enclosure is further enhanced by the scale of some of the
buildings reaching three stories on the east side and the closing
of the southern vista by the elegant neo-classical façade of the
historic bank building. The street and the area in general is served
by a municipal parking structure and large surface lot at State
Street. North of the State Street intersection the character of the
street and the land use begins to change.
There is great potential for redevelopment in this section of the
street. Its obvious charm and its location between Wilson Street
and the Bridge to the south and the Peace Bridge to the north
make the potential of this stretch of River Street intriguing.

RIVER STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

DISTRICT 3 : River Street

COLUMBIA STREET

There are issues to be addressed, however. Within just this one
block there is a surprising mixture of materials. There are bricks
used as pavers are now weathered into poor condition, concrete
pavers, and plain concrete sidewalks. The diversity of materials
and street furniture creates a visual discordance that needs to be
addressed. There are few street trees and residents stated that
the street, though pleasant and quiet, can become very hot in
summer. There are serious issues with grade changes including
the termination of the sidewalk directly into a stairs to a basement
level on the northeast corner of the Wilson intersection.

EAST STATE STREET

North of State Street
The land use changes north of the State Street Intersection. The
east side of the street takes on a pleasant residential character
even though many of the buildings now host commercial offices.
The Peace Bridge approach is wedged between a restaurant and
a retaining wall to the industrial site of the North. This creates a
safety issue as cyclists often approach the bridge at speeds unable
to see and react away from pedestrian and other bike traffic. The
City has installed a convex mirror to try to alleviate this problem
but more permanent solution is needed.

EAST WILSON STREET

WEBSTER STREET

District Overview
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North of the Peace Bridge the street edge begins to disintegrate.
There is no recognizable sidewalk in front of the Larson-Becker
property and the building is a reminder of the district’s industrial
past. The west side also lacks shade trees. There are many
elongated curb cuts interrupting the sidewalk that also doubles
its function as part of the Fox River Trail.
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Intersection with Wilson Street
Beautiful historic buildings already anchor 3 corners of this
intersection and create a natural location for a gateway into River
Street. The South East corner is a development site. The sidewalks
are narrow and traffic along Washington Street/Route 25 sweeps
around this corner creating a disturbing interjection. Sculptures on
the corner are attractive and provide local character, but they need
to be of greater scale to make an impression on passing traffic.
South of the Wilson Street Intersection
The block directly south of the intersection acts as a transition from
the downtown urban commercial feel of Wilson to the residential
neighborhoods to the south. There is a very large parking lot on
the west side of the street. It is unsightly and though it leads to the
river it also provides unwelcome views to a utility tower along the
river walk. The entry across the pedestrian way is oversized and
interrupts the pedestrian way.

River Street - Overall Recommendations

There is a proposal to designate a section of River Street as a
special River District using the block between Wilson and the
Peace Bridge as its primary core.
Why a River District? The name River District suggests an image
of an area of individual charm where residents and visitors alike
will be drawn. We are drawn to themes that offer a sense of
assuredness, identity, and continuity. This area has a very distinct
character, historic architecture, sense of human scale, and
adjacency to the river. There is already the basis of a restaurant
row and residents and visitors already come to the area to dine and
to be entertained. We like defined spaces and the block between
Wilson and the Peace Bridge has that sense of enclosure. Some
of the buildings on the west side open up to the river and we can
increase this link to the river.
Currently there are restricted views to the river but there are
proposals to link the street to the river by way of a public park.
This park could be in many locations; however, if it can be viewed
from the Wilson Avenue Bridge and the Peace Bridge, the public
exposure would aid redevelopment. Residents imagined a festival
taking place downtown and various attractions and sites linked
by the bridges with a new park opening out onto the river from
River Street. This park would attract restaurants that could make
use of the borrowed open space and views. The opening in the
river side building wall would also allow new development further
to the east with views to the river. If we can open up the west
side in a similar way, we would create an outdoor room between
the bridges, focused on the river with continuous river side paths
joining together a series of green spaces in the long term. These
spaces opening onto the river could stitch downtown across the
river. The potential mix of historic buildings, parks and the river
seems to inspire confidence that this area of the City could be the
impetus for a downtown revival. A resident said at a community
meeting concerning the woonerf, “We would then have a city
icon; a compelling reason to come to downtown that’s safe for
everyone, and something unique to put Batavia on the map. I have
lived down on River Street for 22 years. There has been progress
on the Challenge project.”

1.

This view, looking south along River Street from Franklin Street shows the uneven
physical design character of the street. The residential character on the east side of
the street contrasts with many open sites on the west and there is little conformity
in street design. The sidewalk on the west acts as both the bike path and pedestrian
path. It is not continuous and comes to an end along the Larsen Becker frontage
where the large parking lot merges with the street. The parkways are minimal and
ineffective and the overall character of the street discourages visitors travelling
north to the Challenger property, which has so much potential for redevelopment.

2.

COLUMBIA STREET

The character of the street becomes more urban as we travel south with a major
change noticeable at the State Street intersection. The street is enclosed by
buildings, some of historic significance. There is a focus on the historic bank in the
distance that acts as an important vista termination further enhancing the feeling
of enclosure.

3.
RIVER STREET

The street becomes more vibrant close to the Wilson Street intersection where the
beginnings of “restaurant row” are evident with well frequented bars, restaurants,
and a local café. The land use on west varies with offices and commercial uses. This
view from the municipal parking structure shows the opening in the street frontage
to the west, where there is a significant drop down towards the river. Though there
is considerable charm to this section of the street, the streetscape treatments vary
greatly in materials, light standards, and street furnishings.

4.

Buildings of historic significance frame the entryway into North River Street. Their
scale, the texture of the materials used, and their historic character add to the
complexity of this view. Though visually appealing, there are significant issues of
access as the pedestrian path on the east is discontinuous and dramatic changes in
grade need to be addressed.

EAST STATE STREET

2
3

5.

4

River Street transitions again south of Wilson Street from urban to residential
character. Trees in grates line the fist block south of Wilson providing a pleasing
pedestrian environment. However, the turning radii at the corners of the intersection
are large to accommodate turning truck traffic with a corresponding discomforting
effect on the pedestrian environment. The site on the SE corner of the intersection
is open and awaits redevelopment. A temporary installation of sculpture adds visual
interest and an edge to the site. Over-wide entryways to a very large parking lot
disturb the pedestrian environment further south and there is little definition to the
street edge.

EAST WILSON STREET

5

Existing Conditions
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DISTRICT 3 : River Street

FRANKLIN STREET

EXISTING

PROPOSED

Proposed- River Street; North of State Street Intersection

COLUMBIA STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

RIVER STREET
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DISTRICT 3 : River Street

FRANKLIN STREET

EAST WILSON STREET

Improve the pedestrian and trail system to draw
redevelopment north toward the Challenge property.
Improve the approach to the Peace Bridge by adding
a plaza for orientation. At a minimum, remove part of
the retaining wall to the north of the approach and
replace with railings to improve sight lines. Add ramps
from the bridge down to a continuation of the river
trail. Complete the sidewalk network to the north.
Narrow the through lanes slightly north of Columbia
Street to create more space for a wider shared use
path. Add street trees and encourage property owners
to add trees to their property to create an allée or
EAST STATE STREET double row of trees. Group existing driveways and
narrow to 24’ openings along the western edge of the
street. Eliminate overhead utilities in the long-term; it
is very expensive and it will have to occur slowly as the
area redevelops. A long time resident of River Street
said “We need something out in front; there are no
curbs, (it is) all gravel and asphalt, something can be
done to it to make it look better. It could be greened
up, soften up.”

EAST STATE STREET

EAST WILSON STREET
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PROPOSED

Proposed- Intersection with State Street

COLUMBIA STREET

EAST WILSON STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Add a speed table to reduce speed and add color to the intersection and a gateway arch. These elements would
mark the intersection as the entry to the district and slow down traffic. Great care must be taken with grading
and drainage as State Street approaches River Street at a very steep grade.

RIVER STREET

RIVER STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

DISTRICT 3 : River Street

EXISTING

EAST WILSON STREET

District Opportunities
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EXISTING

PROPOSED

Proposed- River Street; Wilson to State Street

COLUMBIA STREET

Unify paving treatments, street furniture, and street lights. Address
grading, access, and ADA issues. Add traffic bump outs and street trees in
grates. Future development should have views and connections to the park
and the river.
The development of this section of River Street as a Woonerf
The redevelopment of this block of River Street as a curbless Woonerf
was discussed. What is a Woonerf? A woonerf is a common term in
Dutch traffic code restricting motorized traffic to walking pace such that
pedestrians and cyclists share the street with motorists. The techniques
of shared spaces, traffic calming, and low speed limits are used and are
intended to improve pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile safety. By specific
design interventions, cars have to slow down. It is treated as a single public
space that is shared with respect for all users. Jogs in road alignment can
further slow down traffic. Residents were intrigued by this concept. If
developed in association with a new park, the creation of a woonerf would
draw regional attention to River Street; the flexibility to close for special
events provides a setting for festivals and special events and could add
impetus to redevelopment.

EAST WILSON STREET

District Opportunities
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EAST STATE STREET

EAST WILSON STREET

Woonerf Brighton England by Gehl Architects
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EXISTING

PROPOSED

Proposed- The Intersection of Wilson and River Street

COLUMBIA STREET
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RIVER STREET

Beautiful historic buildings frame the intersection but we will need to draw attention to the entryway to the new
River District to the north. Add a gateway arch to the northern entry to River Street announcing a unique area of
the City. This gateway could be historic or contemporary. It would mark the intersection as the entry to a special
place. It could be complimented with a similar arch at the State Street intersection further defining the area. Add
bump outs to expand the narrow sidewalks, provide pedestrian gathering spaces, shorten crossing distances,
and provide space for sidewalk cafés. This is the location of an historic event when Charles Lindberg, the famous
aviator, flew over the City and dropped autographed photos of himself over the intersection. Add a plaque or an
informational kiosk to commemorate the occasion.

DISTRICT 3 : River Street

COLUMBIA STREET

EAST STATE STREET

EAST STATE STREET

EAST WILSON STREET

EAST WILSON STREET
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EXISTING

PROPOSED

Opportunity- South River Street

COLUMBIA STREET

RIVER STREET

Add a gateway element and plaza to the southwest corner of
Wilson Street to allow space for pedestrians to step away from
traffic. This element was discussed and many suggestions made
by community members. One resident suggested a water feature
that made use of the slope located on the southeast corner. It
could appear as if it were arising out of the slope itself. On the
west side, add street trees in grates for the first 130’ of River Street
south of the intersection. Narrow the entry to the parking lot and
add entry features as well as a landscape buffer.

RIVER STREET
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COLUMBIA STREET

EAST STATE STREET

EAST STATE STREET

EAST WILSON STREET
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DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street

District 4: Wilson Street
An Overview of Existing Conditions:
Wilson Street is the main east-west thoroughfare
through downtown Batavia. The Wilson Street
Bridge is also the only vehicular river crossing in the
downtown and has been since the first bridge was
constructed in 1837. The location of the bridge ensures
that Wilson Street will continue to handle large traffic
volumes even if another bridge is constructed in the
downtown. It has been referred to as the “Spine of the
City” as it links together the road network of the area
on both sides of the river, from Kirk to Randall Road.
It also links neighborhoods to the downtown and joins

District Overview
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together a series of differing urban environments
within the downtown itself.
We discussed at community meetings how “a journey
through a town is like reading a novel in 3 dimensions:
It can be wonderful or dull” and it is from this street
that most people will get their impression of the
downtown. Therefore the appearance of the street
environment, in all its various sub-zones, is critical for
future redevelopment.
The character of the street varies greatly as it
progresses across the river valley, fortunately, we have
the foundation for a truly great street. The spaces

and buildings along its length chronicle the history
of the town. It passes through contemporary and
historic districts punctuated by the elegant facades of
churches, banks, and civic buildings. It has dramatic
changes in topography and from the heights it provides
distant views of church spires emerging from the tree
covered bluffs. At the river crossing, views open up to
the dam to the north and to Clark Island to the south.
The recently completed and award-winning bridge
redesign as well as the blocks just east and west of the
river are fine examples of how to create a streetscape
that is both automotive and pedestrian friendly with
good enclosure from surrounding buildings, many
of which have historical significance. The addition of
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street trees, midblock pedestrian crossings, and locally
made public sculpture all help create a unique and
diverse experience that should serve as a jumping off
point for the rest of the corridor development.
Though there are gaps in the building fabric and sections
of the street where recent development has been
less than sensitive to its character, Wilson Street has
extraordinary strengths. By joining its unique spaces and
buildings together with an inviting streetscape, we will
have a dignified, appealing, and hopefully captivating
thoroughfare in the center of our downtown.

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street

Wilson Street Overall Recommendations
Wilson Street is the main thoroughfare into and through
our downtown. It funnels traffic across the river and
provides a great opportunity to display downtown
Batavia in its best light. It acts as a collector as it
intersects with state routes and local roads. We wish
to create welcoming entryways at major intersections,
marking them as gateways into our community and
downtown. These gateways will have multiple functions:
they will announce our downtown and display its unique
character, indicate to drivers that they are entering a
community not just a connection between two state
routes, and by drawing drivers’ attention, they can help
advise drivers of the potential presence of pedestrians
and cyclists. Bump outs will reduce crossing distances

for pedestrians and colored crosswalks will clearly
demarcate safe crossings. When accompanied by
suitable signage, we hope that we can engender
respect for all users of our streets and help us all see
that our roads have many functions. There are sections
of the street where the sidewalks have continuous
curb cuts that are useful for vehicular access but do
not provide a safe environment for pedestrians. Curb
cuts do not have to totally eliminated, but can be
grouped to reduce potential barriers for pedestrians
and increase their safety.
Joining the pieces together
We wish to develop Wilson Street as a procession way
through our downtown; knitting together the various

spaces and significant buildings along its length. To
do so, we have to create a sense of enclosure that
some sections of the street no longer possess. We
can reestablish the street edge with streetscape
treatments and by adding walls, railings, and landscape
buffers where today there are open parking lots. We
can enhance significant buildings by adding public
space and creating appropriate settings such as the
plaza suggested in front of the East Side Community
Center and at the Baptist Church at Washington
Avenue. We can make better use of the public facilities
we have, for example, opening up the library grounds
to Wilson Street and making the open space visible.
By creating recognizable spaces we can emphasize the
local character of the street and divide the street into
identifiable walkable sections.
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Existing Conditions- Approaching From the East

5.
Elegant historic buildings frame the intersection with River Street, forming a major node that
should be enhanced. Their scale, the texture of the materials used and their historic character add to the
complexity of this view. This is also a busy intersection as it forms a staggered intersection with Wilson
Street. The turning radii at the corners of the intersection are large to accommodate turning truck traffic
with a corresponding discomforting effect on the pedestrian environment. The site on the SE corner
of the intersection is open and awaits redevelopment. A temporary installation of sculpture adds visual
interest and an edge to the site.
6.
Historic buildings line both sides of the street as we approach the new bridge and the river.
Improvements made by the City along with the construction of the new bridge have given this block a very
unique character within the downtown. The two and three story building heights as well as the continuous
building edge create a sense of enclosure and a true feeling of a downtown significance. The recently
completed and award-winning bridge redesign and the streetscape treatment of the blocks directly to
the east and west of the river are a fine example of how to create a streetscape that is both automotive
and pedestrian friendly. These blocks have good enclosure from surrounding buildings, many which hold
historical significance. They are lined with street trees and have midblock pedestrian crossings and locally
made public sculpture that together create a unique and diverse experience.
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3.
The first of the historic churches, now the East Side Community
Center, graces the NE corner of Van Buren and Wilson Street. Its spire
and warm stone façade is a major visual event along the street and
a reminder of how Wilson Street and downtown Batavia could be
presented to the visitor.
4.
The intersection of Washington Street and Wilson Street is
one of the main entryways into the downtown from the north. It is
heavily trafficked and residents stated at community meetings that
they felt unsafe crossing this intersection. Part of the reason for this
is that it acts as a staggered intersection along with South River Street
creating a complex traffic pattern. Unlike River Street where the vista
termination to the south is the stone façade of an historic bank, the
visual termination of Washington Street on Wilson is a gas station that
presents almost no edge to the street. There is no indication that a
visitor is entering a community downtown. However, the First Baptist
Church holds the prominent NW corner of the intersection creating the
next major visual event along the Street. The block on the north side of
the street between Washington and River Street has great potential for
redevelopment.
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1.
After a long approach from Kirk Road the downtown proper begins at
the intersection with Prairie Street. Wilson Street jogs revealing views to the
existing strip shopping center and rail crossing. The north side of the street is
characterized by historic residential buildings many of which are being converted
to commercial use and the street is lined by large mature trees. The City has
planted new trees on the south side but they are still immature. The south side
of the street is dominated by strip commercial developments and large parking
lots. The buildings on the south side are set back from the street and there are
large parking lots, displaying none of the charm and individuality or character
of the traditional downtown. This is a primary location for a major gateway
into the downtown. This stretch functions as a transition to downtown and is
itself transitioning to a more commercial oriented urban character that will be
reflected in the streetscape treatment
2.
The street edge continues to deteriorate on the south side close to Van
Buren Street with large parking lots with no discernable street edge.

VAN BUREN STREET

WASHINGTON STREET

RIVER STREET

NORTH ISLAND AVENUE

I

AIR

PR

images for reference/ not final placement

EXISTING

Gateway at the Prairie Street intersection
Develop this intersection as a major gateway
into downtown. Add signage welcoming visitors
to downtown. The turn of Wilson Street at this
intersection can be seen from a long distance. It forms
a vista termination that can be used as a stage for a
sculptural element that will attract the attention of
drivers and announce the downtown. Currently the
most prominent element is the signage for the strip
mall on the south side. Gateway elements can be added
without detracting from commercial signage. These
elements will signal this as the eastern entry point to
the downtown district. Add low walls or decorative
fences to adjacent properties at the intersection to
enclose the space. Add colored crosswalks and bump
outs to indicate the presence of pedestrians and to
improve safety. Examine the potential to narrow the
exiting lanes to the accepted norm of 11’ with 8’ parallel
parking to provide more space for the pedestrian
environment, however, Wilson Street should remain
free and clear where access for emergency vehicles is
critical. Investigate the potential of adding planting to
the triangular island of open space currently bisected
by the rail lines. Upgrade street lighting and introduce
pedestrian scaled lighting to create a more intimate
setting.

Existing Conditions
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Proposed- Prairie Street Intersection
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A landscaped edge to commercial strip
The street edge has been eroded on the south side
of the street. Where properties are set back from
the building line and there are large ill-defined
parking lots add low walls, a landscape buffer and/
or an ornamental fence to enclose the street edge.
Delineate entryways with entry columns. In the long
term, reduce and improve the commercial signage.
Add pedestrian scale lighting and trees in grates to
create a more conducive environment for pedestrians.

Proposed- Strip Commercial
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EXISTING

Public space for a public building
The East Side Community Center is housed in a superb and historically significant building. Its spire dominates
this section of the street and the warm locally quarried limestone adds color and texture to the street. A section
of the street at the intersection is already painted out acting as a bump-out into the street. This bump-out can
be made into a public space in front of the church. It will act as a gathering space and encourage internal uses to
be brought out onto the street. This space should be protected from turning traffic with bollards that will clearly
demarcate the space.
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Proposed- East Side Community Center and Plaza
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Proposed- Washington Street Intersection
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PROPOSED

A Gateway at the Washington Street intersection
This intersection is an important entryway into the downtown from the north. Create a gateway that can be seen from a distance
north on Washington Street. Develop an edge to the street on the south side by bumping out into the street in front of the gas station
and adding an in-ground planter with low railings and corner columns. Add colored crosswalks to demarcate the crossing and add
to pedestrian safety. Create an entry plaza in front of the Baptist Church on the NW corner. This will create a suitable setting for the
building and also act as an entryway to future development on this block. Add street trees in grates where space permits.
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Proposed- River Street Intersection

A New District at River Street
It has been suggested that the first block of River Street should became a newly designated “River District” and developed as an attraction in the
downtown. However, this district will need to be announced along Wilson Street. Add a gateway arch to the northern entry to River Street announcing
a unique area of the City; historic buildings line the street leading to the bridge and river crossing. This gateway could be historic or contemporary. It
would mark the intersection as the entry to a special place. Add bump-outs to expand the narrow sidewalks, provide pedestrian gathering spaces,
shorten crossing distances, and provide space for sidewalk cafés. Add colored crosswalks to indicate the presence of pedestrians and to improve safety.
Work to increase timing for pedestrian movements. Improve access and add sidewalks to the NE corner. This is the location of a historic event when
Charles Lindberg, the famous aviator, flew over the City and dropped autographs to children assembled below. Add a plaque or an informational kiosk
to commemorate the occasion. Recommendations have been made to add a water feature and/or large scale sculpture to the SE corner.
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Existing Conditions- Approaching From the West

1,2. Intersection with Batavia Avenue
There is no indication, by way of signage or gateway elements, that Wilson Street is the
major link through downtown and across the river. However Wilson Street does provide
a dignified entryway into downtown from the west. It is lined by historic buildings on the
north side and by the library to the south. An open site and an alley way on the north
side could be upgraded and used for outdoor dining. Though the library has a significant
presence on Batavia Avenue, local business owners have expressed their concern that
the building faces away from Wilson Street and discourages pedestrian use. The change
in grade from the street to the rear of the library discourages public use of the library
garden and this significant public space and resource is underutilized. Residents stated
that this intersection was particularly hazardous for pedestrians though there are bumpouts that reduce pedestrian crossing distance. The right hand turn onto Batavia Avenue
is considered particularly dangerous with cars taking the corner at speed. Wilson Street
climbs steeply to its intersection with the “Avenue” and there are issues with access. The
grade at the intersection on the NE corner is extremely steep and the existing steps will
have to be supplemented or replaced by a ramp.
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3.
The Library at Water Street
Two walls flank a small opening at the top of a flight of steps on the SW corner of
the intersection of Wilson and Water Street. The opening leads to the rear of the
library and the library garden. This space is the only major public open space in
this part of downtown. It remains hidden from view behind volunteer trees and an
entryway that does not encourage exploration of the site.

5.
The intersection with North Island Avenue and
Shumway plays a critical role in the functioning and
aesthetics of the street. It can be seen from far to the
east along Wilson. Its historic buildings on the south
side continue the historic urban fabric and frame
the entryway to the bridge. They also act as vista
terminations to the views from City Hall. However, the
4.
East of the intersection of Wilson and Water Street, the street takes on a narrow sidewalks at this intersection create a bottle
dramatic change in character. This area was filled and developed since the 1960’s; neck for pedestrians and cyclists. Utilities on the NW
the design of the buildings and their sites represent the attitudes of their time of corner further diminish the pedestrian environment.
development. They are low in scale and set back from the street. Each building has
multiple entryways to large surface parking lots. A railing borders the sidewalk along
the south side of the street. Many of the planters that once hosted a line of trees
are bare. The shopping mall that is below street level is set back from the street
edge. The mall has a large parking lot facing the street. The pedestrian environment
in this area is extremely harsh. This type of development extends to North Island
Avenue and the River on the north side of the street. A few remaining trees of some
height help keep the street edge on both sides of the street. The entryway into the
mall on the south side is considered dangerous by many residents. The City has
added signage and a crosswalk to improve safety. As we approach the intersection
with Shumway, the buildings on the south side come closer to the street edge and
the street wall revives creating a sense of enclosure.
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Proposed- Batavia Avenue and West Wilson Street Intersection

Batavia Avenue to Water Street
Create a gateway that will attract the attention of passersby and signal the importance of Wilson Street. Add
signage to direct visitors downtown. Add in ground planters on the west side where there is space and in the
long-term replace the generic retaining wall with one with more local characteristics. Improve pedestrian safety
by adding colored crosswalks. Consider preventing right turn on red as residents said this created dangerous
conditions at this intersection. By narrowing lane widths, the north sidewalk can be expanded and ADA issues
at the Batavia intersection addressed. Unify paving materials. Consider alternate treatments for alleyways and
empty sites as they could be locations for outdoor seating and dining.
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EXISTING

Proposed- Library Site Redevelopment

The Library at Water Street
Open up the library site to Wilson Street. Add steps and a ramp that will
encourage people to use the site. The steps could also be used as a place to
sit and watch downtown events. Remove scrub trees and add grassy terraces
along Water Street. There have been various designs put forward by community
members for the intersection with Water Street, as of this time there has been
no final decisions about the design.
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Opportunity- Water Street to North Island Avenue

Water Street to North Island Avenue
East of the intersection of Wilson and Water Street, examine the potential to narrow the
through lanes from 12.5’ to 11’, and add 8’ parallel parking lanes along both sides of street,
however, Wilson Street should remain free and clear where access for emergency vehicles
is critical. Widen sidewalks where possible and add street trees in tree grates. Reduce the
number of curb cuts and multiple entryways to large surface parking lots. Encourage the
addition of low walls, railings, and landscape buffer on the north side of the street to create
an edge to the street and to soften the pedestrian environment. Add a landscape buffer
along the south side of the street. Add bump-outs to increase pedestrian safety and a colored
crosswalk at the entry to the mall.
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Proposed- Shumway Avenue and North Island Avenue Intersection

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street

PROPOSED

The intersection with North Island Avenue and Shumway
Add bump outs to provide pedestrian gathering space. Move utilities if/when
possible to remove barriers in the pedestrian environment. Add gateway elements
and signage as this is the procession way to City Hall, The Pond, and the River Walk.
Add colored cross walks to increase pedestrian safety. Add trees in grates were the
space is available.
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District 5: Shumway Avenue, 1st Street, Water Street

District 5 covers a large area of the downtown though
it is an area in transition. It has direct access to the
river walk and the river and many notable historic
buildings of great character. Though there have
been significant success stories such as the Water St.
Studios, the district has been slow to redevelop. One
of the reasons for this is the lack of area connectivity.

The land use in this district was primarily industrial,
and though the historic buildings have a postindustrial
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DISTRICT 5 : Shumway Ave. + 1ST St. + Water St.

Existing Overall

Access to the area is blocked to the south by the
treatment facility. There are severe changes in grade
along the south west side that block the descent of
Main Street into the district. There is no public access
to the library site, the most important public space in
the district, between Wilson and First and the blocks
along Wilson Street from Shumway to Water Street
are long without intermediate streets.
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charm, the area is not pedestrian friendly. There are
no sidewalks along the west side of Water Street and
the library site is bounded by volunteer and scrub
trees making access almost impossible. Remarkably,
residents have made an unpaved path down the
steep slopes from the library site to Water Street
by frequent use, showing that such a connection is
desired. Residents stated at community meetings that
the sidewalks in the district are narrow and there are
major gaps in the pedestrian path system. Residents
expressed their concern over cars speeding down
First Street from Batavia Avenue making the crossing
at First and Water Street unsafe. Along First Street
east of Water Street, people park their cars across the
sidewalks and there are many almost continuous curbcuts providing little protection for pedestrians. Though
there are notable exceptions where buildings have
been rehabbed and planting added, there are few street
trees in this area making this a harsh environment for
pedestrians during the summer. The intersection of
First and Shumway has wide radii making turning easy
for trucks but creating a wide expanse of hard top and
allowing high speed turns. “We’re guaranteeing people
are going to use their car because of the convenient
parking and poor sidewalks” a resident commented at
a community meeting.

Overall Proposals
This district will be changed significantly when the new
bridge is constructed. First Street will become one of
the major thoroughfares through downtown and the
roadway geometry may be altered. It is therefore
difficult to delineate definitive proposals along the
potential alignment of First Street.
There was consensus, however, amongst the attendees
at community meetings that the area needed to be
better connected to the rest of downtown for all modes
of travel. It should have a distinctive street character
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that would strengthen the individual character of the
district. The district should be more pedestrian friendly.
The pedestrian path system should be completed and
improved and a secondary pedestrian pathway system
developed. The area has few street trees and the
community called for a “greener” feel to the streets.
Safety for all modes of movement should be improved.
Bump-outs should be installed at major pedestrian
crossings to reduce the crossing distance. Colored
crosswalks should be introduced to clearly define the
presence of pedestrians. Roadway geometry should
be reconsidered especially at the intersection of First
and Water Street to improve safety for all modes of
travel. This could also improve the entryway to Water
Street Studios. The installation of a speed table should
be considered at this intersection to slow down traffic.
Similarly the intersection of First and Shumway should
be redesigned to reduce the scale of the intersection
and make it easier and safer for pedestrians to cross.
The library site should be opened up and used as
the primary public open space on the west side of
downtown. This can be achieved by introducing stepped
grassy terraces along the Water Street edge of the site.
Stairs and ramps should be introduced to provide ease
of entry to the site from multiple directions including
at Wilson and Water Street and also at First and Water
Street, where they could act as gateway features. It was
also suggested that a parking structure could be built
along Water Street. This structure could be tucked into
the slope of the site and make use of the topography.
A sloped landscaped edge would minimize any visual
impact. Such a structure could have a plaza or public
green space on top and could become an excellent
location for events with direct views across downtown.
There have been detailed designs produced for
Water Street by the community. This has included
the addition of an archway at South Water Street and
the introduction of large scale public art pieces along
the street. These have not been reproduced in this
document as they are under review by the City.

1. South Water Street
There is no sidewalk on the western edge of the street. The edge to the library site is overgrown with volunteer trees
and shrubs. There is a change in grade between Water Street and the mall to the east. A small entryway and stairs
connects the mall to Water Street. There are street trees in a parkway on the west side of the street close to Wilson
Street but this only extends along the street to the stairs to the mall. The stone tower of the Tower Business Center
dominates views along the street.
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4. Intersection of First and Shumway Avenue
The intersection was designed for truck traffic with wide radii on the corners. Residents stated that the wide expanse
of hard top was uninviting and dangerous to cross as drivers speed through the intersection. Parking lots dominate the
northern side of the intersection. Historic buildings on the south side compliment the elegant façade of the old City
Hall.

SHUMWAY AVENUE
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3. First Street
There are many attractive buildings constructed with Batavia limestone along First Street. They hold the corner of the
street and guide our views east to the old City Hall, a fine limestone building. Many of these intersect with the street
at odd angles due to the skew in the street. This creates triangular shaped open spaces that are difficult to use. There
are multiple curb cuts along the street and parking directly across the pedestrian right-of-way. Most of the north
side of the street is lined with large parking lots with no buffer between street, sidewalk and parking lot creating an
inhospitable pedestrian environment.

4
5. Intersection of Shumway and Wilson Street.
There are multiple curb cuts and driveways on the south side as we approach the intersection. The street is framed at
the intersection by historic buildings and there is an attractive view of City Hall to the north. The sidewalks are narrow
and there are no street trees. The traffic lanes are wide and there is a designated right hand turn lane.
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6. Shumway: First Street to Flinn Drive Existing
South of the old City Hall the urban fabric is fragmented. The sidewalks are not continuous and there are multiple
street treatments. Cars are parked across the public right-of-way on both sides of the street. Though there are direct
links to the Riverwalk, signage is lacking. There is a sidewalk in front of the electric substation, but the wooden fence
is not a suitable edge to the street. The Riverwalk and street come together just to the north of Flinn Drive. Here the
urban fabric is minimal and there are open views to buildings to the west and back towards the downtown. Shumway
south of Flinn Drive is blocked by the treatment facility. The Riverwalk ceases and a bridge connects to Clark Island.

6
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WATER STREET

WILSON STREET

2. Intersection of Water and First Street
This intersection will gain in importance when the new bridge is constructed. Residents stated their concern with
speeding traffic at the intersection. First Avenue has a steep grade and jogs just to the west of the intersection. Cars
descend the hill at speed and have poor sight lines due to the jog in the road and the rise in the topography of adjoining
sites. There are no crosswalk demarcations or signage to alert drivers to the potential presence of pedestrians or
cyclists. Access to the Water Street Studios is convoluted running directly parallel to Water Street and dropping below
grade.
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Library grounds could be a welco
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Opportunity- South Water Street

EXISTING

NEED ORIGINAL IMAGES
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DISTRICT 5 : Shumway Avenue

WATER STREET

WILSON STREET

South Water Street
Treat the intersection of Wilson and South Water Street as a space. Add steps and ramps at
the Wilson Street corner up to the library garden. Add bump-outs to reduce crossing distances
and to provide a safe gathering space for pedestrians. Add colored cross walks to clearly define
the potential presence of pedestrians. Consider adding a gateway arch at the intersection to
announce the Water Street Studios. Add a sidewalk on the west side of the street. Open up
the edge of the library site by removing scrub growth. Consider introducing stepped grassy
terraces along the Water Street edge of the library site. Add another ramp and steps to the
library from Water Street to the main entryway to the library on the south side of the building.
Accentuate the link between Water Street and the mall. Add street trees where possible and
increase definition of an edge to the street by encouraging owners to add railings or walls and
a landscape buffer to their properties.

District Opportunities
Altamanu

Inc.

planning + landscape architecture + urban design

56

Proposed- Intersection of Water and First Street
PROPOSED

DISTRICT 5 : 1ST Street + Water Street
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Intersection of Water and First Street
Examine the geometry of this intersection to improve sight lines and safety. Consider alternate
geometry of the entryway to Water Street Studios. Consider adding a speed table to slow traffic
or a pattern on the pavement of the intersection. Add bump outs to reduce crossing distances
and to provide a safe gathering space for pedestrians. Add colored cross walks to clearly define
the potential presence of pedestrians. Treat the NW corner as a major entryway to the library
site. Add stairs and a ramp to improve access.

District Opportunities
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Opportunity- First Street Between Water St. and Shumway Ave.

WATER STREET

EXISTING
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DISTRICT 5 : Shumway Avenue

NEED ORIGINAL
IMAGES
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First Street
First Street may be changed significantly when the new bridge is
constructed and therefore improvements to First Street may be
postponed until that time. Safety issues should be addressed in the
short term and while the sidewalk network completed. In the future
First Street should have a pedestrian oriented streetscape with
wide walks, street trees, traffic calming measures, and well defined
streetscape edges.
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Opportunity- Intersection of First and Shumway Avenue

PROPOSED
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Intersection of First and Shumway Avenue
This intersection could be completely altered to accommodate a future bridge approach.
It should be redesigned to slow traffic and improve safety for all. Reduce the width of
travel lanes and enlarge the sidewalks. Add street trees where possible but consider the
keeping views to the façade of old City Hall from First Street open.

District Opportunities
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Proposed- Shumway Avenue south of Wilson Street

EXISTING

SHUMWAY AVENUE
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DISTRICT 5 : Shumway Avenue

WATER STREET

NEED ORIGINAL
IMAGES
WILSON STREET

Intersection of Shumway and Wilson Street.
Reduce the number of curb cuts and delineate entryways to adjacent sites. Reduce the width
of the traffic lanes and widen the sidewalk on the east side. Add street trees in grates where
possible. Delineate driveway locations of the adjacent parking lot on west side of street. Add
railings or low walls and a landscape buffer along the edge of the parking lot. Colored crosswalks
should be introduced to clearly define the presence of pedestrians at the intersection.
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Opportunity- Shumway Avenue; First Street to Flinn Drive
PROPOSED

DISTRICT 5 : 1ST Street + Water Street
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Shumway: First Street to Flinn Drive
Complete the pedestrian sidewalk network and add bump-outs where possible. Add street trees
in grates. Replace the parking lot on the east side of the street that currently uses the public right
of way with parking spaces in the adjacent alley. Replace the angled parking on west side of street
with parallel parking. Make a clear, well signed entryway to the Riverwalk. Upgrade the fence
around the substation. Add a wall and plant climbing vines to soften the visual impact of the wall.
The relocation of this facility should be considered. Make use of the views to downtown and create
a small plaza with minor gateway elements at the pedestrian bridge and river crossing just south of
Flinn Drive.
FLINN DRIVE

District Opportunities
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Lane widths
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Roadway lane widths should be examined for potentially
minimized in all downtown Batavia districts to foster a
more pedestrian oriented experience. Narrower lane
widths can result in slower moving traffic and increased
parkway space resulting in increased pedestrian safety
and overall improved pedestrian experience, however
free and clear access for emergency vehicles is critical.
Recommended through lane width: 11’
Recommended turn lane width: 10’
Recommended on street parking lane width: 8’

Crosswalks

All intersections in downtown Batavia should have
designated and well marked crosswalks. The use
of colored and/or specialty paved crosswalks is
recommended to increase vehicular awareness and
more clearly differentiate the pedestrian zone.
Crosswalk shall be 8’ wide when possible (6’ min) and
may be wider when appropriate.
To provide universal access, curb ramps and detectable
warning strips should be used at all intersections and
crosswalks. Curb ramp slopes should not exceed 1:14
and cross slopes should not exceed 1:64. Minimum curb
ramp width is 4’ but greater widths are recommended.
On longer blocks, especially those 400’+ long, marked
midblock crossings are recommended to increase
pedestrian connectivity across the street. Use in
tandem with mid-block bump-outs is encouraged to
minimize crossing distances.

Speed tables

The use of speed tables is recommended at key
pedestrian-oriented intersections to slow vehicular
traffic and improve pedestrian safety. The use of
specialty roadway paving is recommended for a visual
and textural differentiation between the speed table
and the rest of the roadway.
Speed tables need to be raised so that they sit flush
with adjacent curbs and parkways (6” height typical).
The entire intersection should be at this raised grade,
including pedestrian crosswalks.
Beyond the crosswalk, the speed table shall slope to
meet roadway grade at a 1:15 gradient.

Woonerf

A woonerf is a curbless shared street where equal
priority is given to all street users- cars, pedestrians,
and cyclists. The open, curbless design slows traffic
and allows all type of users to interact organically in
the space.

Narrow street: “Lane” widths (effective space allowing
for vehicular traffic) should be minimized to encourage
reduced traffic speeds.
Drive “lane”: 10’
Park “lane”: 7’

A woonerf is recommended for River St. between
Wilson Street and State Street. This streetscape design
will create a new identity for the block and create a
Historic River Street commercial district that could be
blocked off and used for community festivals.

Winding drive “lanes”: Through the use of street tree
placement, in ground planters, street furniture and
bollards, vehicular traffic should be prevented from
heading straight through the woonerf space and must
instead take an offset curved route. Such impediments
or changes in vehicular path should occur approximately
every 150’ so vehicles do not have the opportunity to
accelerate above proposed low speed limit.

In order to create an effective and safe woonerf, the
following design considerations must be met:
Low speed limits: Top speed should be limited to 10
mph or less
Emphasis on change in status: Specialty paving
within the woonerf area, unique furniture palette,
appropriate signage, and gateway elements should be
used to emphasize the importance and uniqueness of
this street.
Traffic calming measures- The following measures
should be taken to encourage low vehicular speed:
Speed tables: raised tables at either end of 		
the woonerf should be implemented to slow vehicle
speed to acceptable levels as they enter the woonerf.
See entry on speed tables for design guidelines.
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Woonerf Brighton England by Gehl Architects

Parkway should be divided into 5 zones:
• Curb
• Carriage Walk
• Parkway Landscape Area/Furniture Zone
• Parkway Zone Treatments
• Sidewalk
Curb: All streets should have a 6” curb and gutter.
Concrete is standard material but stone curbs are also
acceptable.
Carriage walk: All streets should have a 1-2’ carriage
walk to ease with vehicular ingress and egress. 2’ is
recommended especially where parking is adjacent to a
landscaped planter and where space permits
Parkway Landscaped Area/ Furniture Zone: Parkway
landscape treatment should vary based on overall
parkway width and location. Overall parkway landscaped
area width should be maximized whenever possible. All
site furnishings, gateways, and lighting should be placed
on the streetscape in this zone. See street furniture
section of design guidelines for specific dimensions and
offsets.
Parkways less than 10’ wide (width measured from
edge of sidewalk to back of curb):
Parkway landscaped area width will vary and should
be paved with specialty paving to provide contrast to
concrete walk. Free standing planting pots should be
added where width permits.

Parkways 10’-11’ wide:
Parkway landscaped area should be 4’ wide and will
have trees in 4’ wide (by 6’ minimum length) tree
grates. Area between grates should be paved with
concrete pavers. Specialty areas may use granite
pavers.
Parkways 11’ + wide:
In commercial areas: Parkway landscaped area should
be minimum of 5’ and will have trees in minimum
5’ wide (by minimum 5’ length) tree grates. Area
between grates shall be paved with concrete pavers.
Specialty areas may use granite pavers
In mixed commercial and residential areas (see plans,
generally River St. south of Wilson St., Wilson St. east
of Washington Ave.): Parkway landscaped area should
be a minimum of 5’ and will have trees in landscaped
planters. Areas between parkway landscape planters
should be concrete pavers. Specialty areas may use
granite pavers.
Sidewalk: Sidewalk should be concrete with a
minimum of 5’ wide in residential and a minimum
width of 6’ is preferred for downtown areas. Concrete
pavers or granite are recommended in specialty areas.
Areas of high pedestrian traffic and high commercial
density should have larger sidewalk areas while still
allowing for tree planting in parkway landscaped area.

Street furniture elements

The use of pedestrian bump-outs is recommended at
all intersections to increase pedestrian safety. Bumpouts are also encouraged at entry drives and alleyways. Bump-outs shall be marked with vehicular bollards to increase their visibility, improve pedestrian
safety, and provide adequate marking and visibility for
maintenance vehicles.

Street furniture elements shall include:
• Benches
• Trash Receptacles
• Bicycle Racks
• Wayfinding signage and informational kiosks
• Bollards
• Free Standing Planters

Dimensions:
• Bump-outs shall bump into the roadway the width
of the parking lane (8’ typical) along that roadway
• Bump-outs shall terminate at a 45 degree angle to
parking lane curb face
• Bump-out radii will vary and should be based on
applicable roadway design guidelines.

All street furniture shall be dependent on streetscape
zone

Lighting

Street furniture
placement

Lighting for both pedestrian and vehicular scales shall
be provided in all districts.
Light fixtures and control boxes should not be placed
within landscaped areas such as planters.
Light fixtures shall be dependent on streetscape zone

The use of artistic sculptural street furniture in lieu
of furniture palettes is encouraged but should be
aesthetically complimentary to other site furnishing
elements in street furniture zone.

dimensioning

and

Benches: Benches shall be placed in the Parkway
Landscape Area/Furniture Zone. Benches should be
oriented to face street or, where Furniture Zone width
permits, perpendicular to the street. At a minimum,
benches shall be placed 2’ away from back of curb.
3’ clearance from other free standing objects- light
poles, trash receptacles, parking meters, etc- should
be provided in all directions. Benches should only
be placed in areas where 5-6’ clear sidewalk width is
maintained.

Site Elements+Dimensions
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Parkway zones

Pedestrian bump-outs

Street furniture

DESIGN GUIDELINES

Parkways

Parking
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DESIGN GUIDELINES

On street parking
Trash Receptacles: Trash shall be placed in the Parkway
Landscape Area/Furniture Zone. At a minimum,
receptacles shall be placed 2’ away from back of curb. 3’
clearance from other free standing objects- light poles,
benches, parking meters, etc- should be provided in all
directions. Trash Receptacles should only be placed in
areas where 5-6’ clear sidewalk width is maintained.
Bicycle Racks: Bicycle racks be placed in the Parkway
Landscape Area/Furniture Zone and should be placed
as close to building entrances as possible to encourage
use by building occupants. They should be placed a
minimum of 3’ away from back of curb and should
be located 4’ minimum from other street furniture
elements and 5’ from fire hydrants. Minimum overall
parkway width shall be 10’.

On street parallel parking lanes shall be provided
where possible along all roadways and shall be 8’ wide.
Individual spaces shall not be marked so as to encourage
more cars to fit in available parking lanes. If parking is
to be metered, the use of pay boxes is encouraged.

All signage and kiosks shall be placed a minimum 2’ away
from back of curb and should maintain 5-6’ minimum
clear sidewalk width. A minimum 3’ clearance from
other streetscape elements is recommended.
Bollards: The use of ornamental bollards is encouraged
at all bump-outs. Bollards shall be placed a minimum
1.5’ away from back of curb and placed 6’ on center.

Off street parking

All off street parking shall comply with Chapter 4.2 of
the City of Batavia Zoning Code

Free Standing Planters: The use of free standing
planters is encouraged in all downtown districts,
especially in areas where narrow parkway widths
restrict the use of trees. Free standing planters shall
be placed 1.5’ minimum away from back of curb and
4’ minimum from other above ground site furniture
elements.

All off street parking adjacent to right of way shall have
a 5’ minimum landscaped buffer and an additional 2’
car overhang along right of way. In addition, a low
masonry wall and/or ornamental fence should be used
between the landscaped buffer and car overhang.
The number of drives and the width of drive openings
shall be minimized so as to provide continuity to the
pedestrian space.

Wayfinding Signage and Informational Kiosks: All
Wayfinding Signage and Informational Kiosks shall
be placed in the Parkway Landscape Area/ Furniture
Zone. Signage and kiosks should be used to direct
visitors, delineate and identify the different downtown
districts. A comprehensive overall plan and identity is
recommended for the downtown districts and signage
and kiosks. Individual signage and kiosk elements
complement the furniture palettes for each district.
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Recommended tree planting list

Street trees shall be placed 25’ apart, wherever
parkway width allows. In order to protect their root
systems, new street trees shall be located no closer
than the following distances from structures:
Curbs: 2’-0”
Building exits: 5’-0”
Courtesy walks: 5’-0”
Fire hydrants: 5’-0”
Manholes and catchbasins 5’-0”
Wall hydrants, standpipes: 5’-0”
Siamese connections: 5’-0”
Buildings: 10’-0”
Fire escapes: 10’-0”
Street lights: 12’-0”
Trees (existing): 25’-0”
Bus Stop (near side of intersection): 40’-0”
Bus Stop (far side of intersection): 75’-0”

Street trees at intersections and drives

Street trees should be placed at least 30’ from the
right-of-way line or property line on the side of the
street intersection closer to an automobile driver“near side”
Street trees should be placed at least 20’ from the
right of way line or property line on the side of the
street intersection farther from an automobile driver“far side”
Street trees should be placed at least 20’ from the
edge of an alley or commercial drive on the side of
the street intersection closer to an automobile driver“near side”
Street trees should be placed at least 10’ from the
edge of an alley or commercial drive on the side of the
street intersection closer to an automobile driver- “far
side”

Street Tree Health and Lifespan

Healthy, long-lived trees are a valuable asset in every
setting. Not only more aesthetically pleasing, larger
older trees have much greater environmental and
health impacts than small, young trees. Steps should
be taken to increase the health and longevity of all
new tree plantings in the downtown districts with a
goal of a 25 year average lifespan for street trees.
The use of structural soils, root paths, vaulted walks,
and/or silva cells is recommended to increase usable
soil volume for trees in tree grates and open pits and
promote tree health and longevity.
If street trees are placed in 3’ x 5’ tree grates the use of
soil volume increasing measures should be required.

Street Tree Diversity

To improve overall urban forestry health tree diversity
should be encouraged. Street tree monocultures
should be avoided. Species should typically be planted
in groupings of 3-4 trees before another tree species
is used

Parking Lot Landscaped Buffers

All parking lots adjacent to the right of way shall
have a minimum 5’ wide landscaped buffer with an
additional 2’ car overhang. This buffer should include:
• Trees spaced every 25’. Spacing may be flexible
but the total tree count should come to 1 tree per
25 linear feet of landscaped buffer
• Continuous screening hedge maintained between
30-48” tall OR low masonry screen wall in lieu of
hedge and ornamental metal fence
• Groundcover or perennial plantings in additional
space
• Groundcover or mulch in 2’ car overhang

Acceptable species for tree grates
Acer miyabei ‘Morton’
Celtis occidentalis
Ginkgo biloba
Gleditsia tricanthos ‘Shademaster’
Gleditsia tricanthos ‘Skyline’
Quercus bicolor
Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Chicago Blues’
Syringia reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’*
Tilia americana ‘Sentry’
Ulmus ‘Morton Glossy’
Ulmus ‘Morton Stalwart’
Ulmus ‘New Horizon’
Ulmus ‘Princeton’

Acceptable species for tree pits
Acer miyabei ‘Morton’
Celtis occidentalis
Ginkgo biloba
Gleditsia tricanthos ‘Shademaster’
Gleditsia tricanthos ‘Skyline’
Quercus bicolor
Quercus muehlenbergii
Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Chicago Blues’
Syringia reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’*
Taxodium distichum*
Tilia americana ‘Sentry’
Ulmus ‘Morton Glossy’
Ulmus ‘Morton Stalwart’
Ulmus ‘New Horizon’
Ulmus ‘Princeton’

State Street Maple
Hackberry
Ginkgo
Shademaster Honey Locust
Skyline Honey Locust
Swamp White Oak
Chicago Blues Black Locust
Ivory Silk Japanese Tree Lilac
Sentry Linden
Triumph Elm
Commendation Elm
New Horizon Elm
Princeton Elm

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Street tree spacing

DESIGN GUIDELINES

Planting Standards

State Street Maple
Hackberry
Ginkgo
Shademaster Honey Locust
Skyline Honey Locust
Swamp White Oak
Chinkapin Oak
Chicago Blues Black Locust
Ivory Silk Japanese Tree Lilac
Bald Cypress
Sentry Linden
Triumph Elm
Commendation Elm
New Horizon Elm
Princeton Elm

* Syringia reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’ and Taxodium distichum should not be
placed directly adjacent to sidewalks due to their low branching habit
Note: All elms must be spring dig

Planting List
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Ornamental fence/low masonry wall and landscaped buffer in front of gas station and Burger
King
Sidewalk widened on east side of street
Driving lanes narrowed to 11’ (from 12’)
Street trees in grates added where space permits
New specialty paving crosswalks aid crossing at
Houston Street

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Existing tree

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 1 : Batavia Avenue

DISTRICT 1 : BATAVIA AVENUE
Wilson Street to 1st Street

Legend

Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element
Proposed minor gateway element

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Gateway elements added to northwest and southeast
corners of Wilson Street
• New planting bed and plaza at southeast corner
of Wilson Street
• Curb at northeast corner of Wilson intersection
expanded
• New trees added along library property, church
property, and church parking lot to create more
complete canopy along sidewalk
• Street trees in grates added where space permits
• Emphasize the space in front of the church potentially with a change in material
• Ornamental fences and landscaped buffers added
along parking lots

Potential future development opportunity

0’

125’
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DISTRICT 1 : BATAVIA AVENUE
1st Street to Main Street
•

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

•
•
•
•
•

Minor gateway elements added to four corners of
First Street intersection
Street trees in grates added where space permits
Ornamental fence and landscaped buffers added
along parking lots
Bump-outs added at driveways and intersection
corners
Replace the curbs at the SE corner of the intersection with Main Street
Eliminate many of the unnecessary and multiple
curb cuts along the Avenue and reduce driveways
to a maximum width of 24ft for cars and 30ft for
truck traffic

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Legend
Existing tree
Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element
Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 2 : Houston Street

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Legend
Existing tree

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element
Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity

DISTRICT 2 : HOUSTON STREET
Batavia Avenue to Water Street
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Sidewalk added to north side of street west of
driveway and expanded south of driveway to Water
Street
Driving lanes narrowed to 11’ width
Street trees in grates added where space permits
on both sides of the street
Parking lot for Fox River Grill removed (not code
compliant), plantings and outdoor patio added
Intersection at Houston and Water Street tightened
Examine the need for retaining street parking

0’

125’

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

125’

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 2 : Houston Street

0’

DISTRICT 2 : HOUSTON STREET
Water Street to Island Avenue
•
•
•
•
•

Sidewalk widened and street trees in grates added
to south side of the street- new curb added
Bike lane and sidewalk reconfigured at Riverwalk,
separated by trees in grates and defined by differing
pavements
Diagonal planted parking islands added every 10
parking spaces along north side of street
Pedestrian crossing plaza created by colored
concrete/paver section added at North Island
Avenue intersection
Added pedestrian lighting on the south side of street
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 2 : North Island Street

DISTRICT 2 : NORTH ISLAND AVENUE
Houston Street to Wilson Street

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
WILSON STREET
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Driving lanes narrowed to 11’ width
Parking lot on east side of street
narrowed, landscape buffer, and
ornamental fence added
Parkway removed on west side of
North island and trees in grates added
along with landscape buffer and
ornamental fence
Street trees in grates where space
permits
Pedestrian crossing plaza added at
Houston intersection
Gateway can be existing windmill or
other feature
Eventual City Hall plaza redesign that
terraces and opens up to water.
If commercial strip along river is
redeveloped, development should
open up to the River
Northwest corner of Wilson Street
intersection as opportunity for a future
city acquirement and creation of
public space

EAST CHURCH STREET

COLUMBIA STREET

Existing tree

DISTRICT 3 : RIVER STREET
Madison Street to State Street
•

Proposed shade tree

•

Proposed ornamental tree

•

Proposed columnar tree

•

Proposed light
EAST FRANKLIN STREET

Proposed major gateway element

Street slightly narrowed north of Columbia St. to
28’ to create more space for shared use path
10’ shared use path runs from Madison St. to
pedestrian bridge with an allee (double row) of
trees
Driveways narrowed to 24’ opening along
Western edge of street
Gateway plaza added at point of connection
between bike path and pedestrian bridge

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Legend

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 3 : River Street

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity

EAST SPRING STREET

0’

125’

STATE STREET

250’
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 3 : River Street

STATE STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

DISTRICT 3 : RIVER STREET
State Street to Wilson Street
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Curbless woonerf created with speed tables at north
and south to slow traffic
Jogs in road alignment further slow down traffic
Arch identity gateways added at Wilson Street and
State Street
Sidewalk is widened on north side of State Street and
diagonal parking is replaced with parallel parking
Bump outs added at State Street intersection
Specialty paving for street and sidewalk
In ground planters along street and bump-outs
Improve signage for public parking facilities
WOONERF AREA
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Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 3 : River Street

Legend
Existing tree

Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element
Proposed minor gateway element

DISTRICT 3 : RIVER STREET
Wilson Street to Webster Street
•
•
•
•
•
•

Potential future development opportunity

•
•

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Proposed shade tree

Gateway element and plaza added to southeast
corner of Wilson Street and River Street
Street trees in grates added to first 130’ of River
Street south of Wilson Street
Street trees in planters added north of Webster
No major changes proposed south of Webster
Street other than adding street trees
Add bump-out on SE side of the intersection with
River Street
Add a small plaza on the SE corner of intersection
with River Street
Consider a large scale art piece for the plaza
Consolidate driveways where possible
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Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Legend
Existing tree

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element
Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity
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Intersection with Water Street
• Reconfigure entryway to library to improve public
access
• Add bump-outs to NE and SE sides of the
intersection
• Add colored crosswalks
• Add minor gateway element to NE corner of the
intersection
• Consider the removal of the right hand turning
lane onto North Water Street and add space to
sidewalks

Wilson Street from Water Street to North Island
Avenue and Shumway
• Examine the ability to reduce the width of the
lanes from 12.5ft. to 11 ft. with 8ft. wide parking
lane on both sides while maintaining free and
clear access for emergency vehicles
• Add trees in grates where possible
• Reduce the extent of the curb cuts and driveways
on the north side of the street
• Examine the potential for shared entryways to
parking lots
• Add a decorative fence and landscape buffer to
south side of street
• Upgrade the crosswalk at the entry to the mall
• Add bump-outs at the crosswalk to reduce
crossing distance

Intersection with North Island Avenue and Shumway
• Move utilities if/when possible to remove barriers
in the pedestrian environment.
• Add gateway elements to the north side of the
intersection and signage as this is the procession
way to City Hall, The Pond, and the River Walk
• Add a plaza at the NW corner
• Add colored cross walks to increase pedestrian
safety
• Retain a right-turn-only lane and a combination
through and left turn lane.
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DISTRICT 4 : WILSON STREET
Wilson Street from the intersection with Batavia
Avenue to Water Street
• Add bump-outs on Wilson west of the intersection
with Batavia Avenue
• Add gateway elements and signage at intersection
with Batavia Avenue
• Reconfigure the existing pedestrian spaces and
make small plazas on the NW and SW sides of the
intersection
• Add colored crosswalks
• Resolve ADA issues on NW corner
• Examine the ability to reduce the width of the lanes
from 12.5ft. to 11 ft. with 8ft. wide parking lane on
both sides while maintaining free and clear access
for emergency vehicles
• Add space to the sidewalk on north side of the
street
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street
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DISTRICT 4 : WILSON STREET
River Street to Washington Avenue
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Sidewalk widened on north and south sides of
street where possible
Examine the ability to reduce the width of the
lanes from 12.5ft. to 11 ft. with 8ft. wide parking
lane on both sides while maintaining free and
clear access for emergency vehicles
Street trees in grates added where space permits
Small plaza added on south side of church on
Washington Avenue
Parking lots upgraded with ornamental fences/
low masonry walls and planted buffers
Gas station driveways consolidated to create a
vista termination looking south from Washington
Avenue with in-ground linear planter element
Add bump-out on SE side of the intersection with
River Street
Add a small plaza on the SE corner of intersection
with River Street
Consider a large scale art piece for the plaza

Existing tree
Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree

DISTRICT 4 : WILSON STREET
Washington Avenue to Van Buren Street
•
•
•

Proposed columnar tree

•
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element

•
•

Proposed minor gateway element

Add colored crosswalks to intersection
Planted median added on east side of
Washington Avenue intersection
Examine the ability to narrow road to 11’ drive
lanes with 8’ parking lane added where possible
along north side of street while maintaining free
and clear access for emergency vehicles
Sidewalk widened on north and south side of
street where possible
Street trees; 30’ on center added where space
permits
Bump-outs added at four corners of Van Buren
Street intersection

0’

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Legend

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

125’

Potential future development opportunity
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 4 : Wilson Street

DISTRICT 4 : WILSON STREET
Van Buren Street to Prairie Street
•
•

•
•

0’

Altamanu

Gateway element and planters added to western
corners of Prairie Street intersection
Examine the ability to reduce the width of the
lanes from 12.5ft. to 11 ft. with 8ft. wide parking
lane on both sides while maintaining free and
clear access for emergency vehicles
Sidewalks widened on north and south sides of
street with space gained from narrowing driving
lanes
Parking lots upgraded with ornamental fence and
planted buffers

125’
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WILSON STREET

Existing tree

DISTRICT 5 : WATER STREET
Wilson Street to First Street
•

Proposed shade tree

•

Proposed ornamental tree

•

Proposed columnar tree

•

Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element

•

Arch identity gateway added over Wilson
intersection
Sidewalk added to west side of Water Street
(significant regrading required)
Street trees in grates added along east side of
street where space permits
Embankment along west side of street has long
term potential of being developed into a linear,
terraced park as a new entryway into the library
plaza
Speed table added at First Street intersection

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Legend

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 5 : Water Street

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity

1st STREET

0’
81

125’
Altamanu

Inc.

planning + landscape architecture + urban design

•
•
•
•

Sidewalk added to south side of street
Pedestrian scale corner monuments and rail/masonry
wall edge treatment at corners of Batavia Avenue
intersection
Ornamental fence/low masonry wall and landscaped
buffer added at parking lot at southeast corner of
Batavia Avenue and First Street
Driveway curb cuts limited to 24’ width
Speed table with specialty paving added at Water
Street intersection
Potential new library steps and terracing at Water
Street intersection

WATER STREET

SHUMWAY AVENUE

•
•

BATAVIA AVENUE

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 5 : 1ST Street

DISTRICT 5 : FIRST STREET
Batavia Avenue to Water Street

Water Street to Shumway Avenue
•
•
•
•
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Driving lanes narrowed to 11’
Street trees in grates added where space permits
New ornamental fence/low masonry walls and
landscaped buffers added along parking lots
Parking lots bleeding into street eliminated

Existing tree
Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element

DISTRICT 5 : SHUMWAY AVENUE
Wilson Street to 1st Street
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eliminate any unnecessary curb cuts and access
drives along first building on east side
Sidewalk expanded where possible
Street trees in grates added where possible
Curb and drive locations of parking lot on west
side of street clarified with new sidewalk and new
landscaping
Ornamental fence/low masonry wall and landscaped buffer added along east end of parking lot
Right-turn only lane adjacent with combination
left-turn and through lane

WILSON STREET

City of Batavia Streetscape Master Plan

Legend

APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 5 : Shumway Avenue

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)

Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity
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APPENDIX C: DISTRICT 5 : Shumway Avenue

Note
• All streets within scope to receive new lighting, colored
crosswalks, specialty paving in furniture zone (where space
permits) and at corner bump outs, and street furniture (benches,
bike racks, trash receptacles, informational kiosks, signage)
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DISTRICT 5 : SHUMWAY AVENUE
1st Street to Flinn Street
•
•
•
•

Legend
Existing tree

Parking lot using public right of way eliminated
from east side, replaced with expanded walk (w/
possibility of three spaces accessed at alley/drive)
Angle parking on west side of street replaced with
parallel parking to result in added sidewalk
Street trees in grates added where possible
Small plaza and minor gateway element added
south of Flinn Street where the bike trail and
southern connection to the city center connect

Proposed shade tree
Proposed ornamental tree
Proposed columnar tree
Proposed light
Proposed major gateway element
Proposed minor gateway element
Potential future development opportunity

FLINN STREET
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