
	  	  #1-‐6	  Proposed	  sculpture:	  Spintronic,	  ©Nicole	  Beck,	  2015.	  	  
Site	  View:	  Peoria,	  IL.	  Stainless	  steel,	  Custom	  laminated	  dichroic	  glass.	  10’	  x	  3’	  diam.	  650lbs	  
A	  film	  about	  the	  making	  of	  Spintronic:	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTM379sDuzA 
	  
Sprintronic	  is	  an	  artist’s	  interpretation	  of	  the	  cutting	  edge	  electromagnetics	  that	  defines	  it.	  It	  
also	  stands	  as	  a	  playful	  spiral	  with	  inherent	  dynamics	  of	  the	  extreme	  color	  shifts	  that	  occur	  
when	  moving	  around	  dichroic	  glass	  and	  in	  differing	  light	  conditions	  and	  angles	  of	  the	  light.	  
	  

	  	  #7-‐8	  	  Amplifiers,	  ©Nicole	  Beck,	  2014.	  
Commissioned	  public	  art	  for	  the	  University	  of	  Illinois	  Urbana,	  College	  of	  Electrical	  and	  	  
Computer	  Engineering,	  Capital	  Development	  Board	  of	  Illinois	  Art-‐In-‐Architecture	  Program.	  
Site	  view:	  ECE.	  Stainless	  steel,	  Custom	  laminated	  dichroic	  glass,	  Programmable	  RGB	  LEDs,	  
granite.	  	  18’	  x	  12’	  x	  6’.	  	  Each	  2000lbs.	  A	  film	  documentary	  about	  Amplifiers:	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fl8Fr-ADDPU&feature=youtu.be	  



The	  concept	  of	  “Amplifiers”	  is	  rooted	  in	  the	  history	  of	  the	  world-‐renowned	  Department	  of	  
Electrical	  &	  Computer	  Engineering	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Illinois.	  Two	  sculptures	  capture	  this	  
dynamic	  in	  the	  abstraction	  of	  the	  oscillating	  light	  pulse	  from	  an	  electron-‐hole	  recombination	  
and	  thus	  actualizes	  the	  physics	  of	  an	  LED.	  The	  project	  was	  highly	  collaborative,	  gathering	  design	  
input	  from	  ECE	  Professor	  John	  Dellasasse	  and	  from	  undergrad	  ECE	  major,	  Brady	  Salz	  with	  whom	  
I	  worked	  collaboratively	  to	  program	  the	  LEDs.	  Specifically,	  the	  sculptures	  honor	  Professors	  
Emeriti,	  John	  Bardeen	  (inventor	  of	  the	  transistor)	  and	  Nick	  Holonyak,	  Jr.	  (inventor	  of	  the	  LED)	  
and	  imply	  the	  dynamic	  research	  and	  collaborations	  that	  have	  earmarked	  this	  institution	  for	  
decades	  and	  stand	  as	  an	  LED-‐lit	  beacon	  for	  its	  future	  vision.	  It	  pays	  heed	  to	  the	  inherent	  power	  
of	  two	  minds	  being	  greater	  than	  one-‐	  both	  forms	  representing	  them	  standing	  side-‐by-‐side	  in	  
close	  collaboration.	  
	  

	  	  	  #9	  Cat’s	  Cradle,	  ©Nicole	  Beck,	  2012.	  
Finalist	  proposal	  for	  the	  12th	  District	  Police	  Station,	  Chicago,	  IL	  Department	  of	  Cultural	  Affairs,	  
City	  of	  Chicago	  Public	  Art	  Program.	  Computer	  render:	  Custom	  laminated	  dichroic	  acrylic,	  
aluminum	  tubing	  and	  stainless	  steel	  cable.	  	  90’L	  x	  9’H	  x	  9’W	  
	  
"Cat's	  Cradle"	  symbolizes	  the	  traditional	  children's	  string	  game	  that	  has	  its	  historical	  origins	  
worldwide	  in	  numerous	  cultures.	  This	  reductive	  abstraction	  interprets	  the	  game's	  seven	  main	  
shapes	  highlighted	  with	  inset	  geometries	  of	  luminous	  dichroic	  through	  the	  gently	  spiraling	  form.	  
The	  art	  is	  an	  apt	  metaphor	  for	  unanimity	  and	  peaceful	  cooperation	  of	  various	  cultures	  via	  an	  
interactive	  child's	  game	  for	  which	  there	  is	  no	  winner	  and	  no	  loser.	  
	  



	  	  	  #10	  Prairie	  Town	  Dweller,	  ©Nicole	  Beck,	  2011.	  
Public	  Art	  Collection	  Lakeview	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce,	  Chicago,	  IL	  Site	  view:	  Sheil	  Park	  
10’	  x	  4’	  x	  3’,	  Stainless	  steel	  and	  mosaic.	  600	  lbs.	  
	  
This	  post-‐modern	  abstraction	  is	  a	  respectful	  and	  playful	  homage	  to	  the	  decorative	  works	  of	  
Frank	  Lloyd	  Wright.	  	  Here,	  elements	  from	  Wright’s	  design	  for	  a	  Robie	  House	  wood	  screen	  have	  
been	  pared	  away	  to	  reveal	  a	  female	  Figure	  on	  a	  monumental	  scale.	  	  The	  sculpture	  is	  a	  “muse”	  
for	  FLW.	  


