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City of Batavia Statistics
 
 

 

Form of Government 
Mayor/Council 
Founded   1833 
Incorporated as a Village 1856 
Incorporated as a City  1891 
 
Land Area in Square Miles 
2006   9.71   2008   9.08 
2005   9.64   2002   9.02 
2004   9.17   2001   8.92 
 
Population 
2008  25,264   1990 17,076 
2003  24,978   1980 12,574 
2000  23,866    
 
Demographics  (2003 Census) 
Gender   Number Percent 
Female population 12,850  51.4 
Male population 12,128  48.6 
Race/Ethnicity  Number Percent 
White (alone)  23,200   92.9 
Black (alone)       612     2.5 
Indian/Native         91     0.4 
Asian (alone)       307     1.2 
Other Race       379     1.5 
Two or more races      389     1.6 
Hispanic    1,311     5.2 
 
Age   Number Percent 
Under 5 years  1,736    7.0 
5 to 9 years  2,171    8.7 
10 to 14 years  2,233    8.9 
15 to 19 years  1,939    7.8 
20 to 24 years  1,217    4.9 
25 to 34 years  2,319    9.3 
35 to 44 years  4,554  18.2 
45 to 54 years  4,296  17.2 
55 to 59 years  1,293   5.2 
60 to 64 years     782   3.1 
65 to 74 years  1,067   4.3 
75 to 84 years     896   3.6 
85 years and over    475   1.9 

Number of Housing Units 
Occupied    8,960 
Owner Occupied   7,079 
Rental     1,881 
Vacant        486 
Total Units    9,446 
 
Household Size 2.77 
 
Median Family Income 
2000 Census  $81,689 
 
Number of Building Permits Issued 
2008   1,053   2004  1,459 
2007   1,347   2003  1,522 
2006   1,313   2002  1,397 
2005   1,108   2001  1,215 
 
New Construction Permits 

  Industrial   Commercial   Residential 
2008  1  2  12 
2007  0  0   26 
2006  6  2   51 
2005  9  5  103 
2004  7  5  141 
2003  4  1  194 
 
Police Department 
Number of Sworn Officers  45 
 
Calls for Service 
2008 13,345  2004 13,624 
2007 13,268  2002 13,458 
2006 13,033  2001 13,203 
2005 13,248  2000 12,426 
   
Criminal Offenses  

Total        Violent     Theft/Other 
2008 682  40  642 
2007 687  34  653 
2006 638  32  614 
2005 624  30  594 
2004 668  39  629 
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Auto Accidents 
2008    996  2005 1,034 
2007 1,048  2004 1,063 
2006 1,035   2003 1,064 
  
Fire Department 
Number of Firefighters  24 
Number of Paid on Call  34 
Number of Fire Stations    2 
 
Fleet 
Number of Engines  4 (1 reserve) 
Number of Ladder Trucks 2 
Number of Brush Pumpers 1 
Number of Ambulances 2 (1 reserve) 
Number of staff vehicles 6 
 
Calls for Service EMS  Fire 
2008   1,705  1,673 
2007   1,875  1,367 
2006   1,802  1,344 
2005   1,680  1,255 
2004   1,708  1,331 
2003   1,302  1,561 
 
Electric Utility 
% Overhead              45% 
% Underground             55% 
Number of Substations             6 
Miles of Fiber             25 
Number of Streetlights      1,925 
2006 MW Billed   417,737  
2006 Peak MW Demand           87 
Number of Services     11,312 
 
Water Utility 
Deep Well # 2   Abandoned  
Deep Well # 3   Abandoned  
Deep Well # 4   Active (Standby) 
Deep Well # 5   Active (Standby) 
Deep Well # 9   Active 
Deep Well # 10  Active 
Deep Well # 11   Active      
Shallow Well # 6   Active 
Shallow Well # 7   Active 
Shallow Well # 8  Active 
 

 
Miles of water main  125 miles 
Water valves   1,300 
Hydrants   1,600 
Number of Services   9,228 
 
Annual Water Pumped (Billion Gallons)  
2008  1.05   2005 1.02 
2007 1.02  2004 1.06 
2006 1.01  2003 1.03 
 
Average Daily Pumpage 3.0 MG 
Maximum Daily Pumpage 6.1 MG 
 
Wastewater Utility 
Number of Lift Stations: 18 
 
Average Daily Flow  3.5 MGD 
 
Plant Capacity – Peak Wet Weather Flow 
12 MGD - Flow With Full Treatment 
13 MGD - With Excess Flow Treatment Only 
25 MGD - Peak Wet Weather Flow 
 
Number of Services  9,201 
 
Public Works 
Miles of Urban Streets  106.27 
Miles of Rural (no Sewer)      5.25 
Miles of Rural (with Sewer)      1.14 
Miles of Alley          .73 
Miles of Sidewalk   157.26 
Number of Bridges (River Crossing)     1 
Number of Bridges (Other)      1 
Number of Cemeteries      2 
 
Equalized Assessed Value 
2008  1,106,478,287  2005 919,811,190 
2007  1,066,440,154  2004 844,244,089 
2006  1,002,049,687  2003 768,761,177 
 
Tax Rate (per $100 of EAV) 
2008 $0.54904 2005 $0.57472 
2007 $0.54177 2004   $0.55305 
2006 $0.55504 2003 $0.62360 
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City of Batavia 
Glossary  

 
Abatement: A partial or complete 
cancellation of a property tax levy imposed by 
the City. 
 
ACH (Automated Clearing House): A 
system used for direct debit from a customer’s 
checking account to pay for City water 
charges.  
 
Accrual Basis: A basis of accounting utilized 
by proprietary fund types where revenues and 
additions are recorded when earned and 
expenses and deductions are recorded at the 
time liabilities are incurred. 
 
Annexation: The incorporation of land into 
an existing City with a resulting change in the 
boundaries of that City. 
 
APWA (American Public Works 
Association): An association representing 
Department Heads and other employees of 
Public Works, Water, Sewer and other utilities 
across the nation. 
 
Assessed Value: A valuation set upon real 
estate or other property by the Township 
Property Appraiser as a basis for levying 
taxes. 
 
Audit: A systematic collection of sufficient, 
competent evidential matter needed to attest to 
the fairness of the presentation of the City’s 
financial statements.  The audit tests the 
City’s account system to determine whether 
the internal accounting controls are both 
available and being used. 
 
Balanced Budget: A balanced budget is a 
budget in which revenues and reserves meet 
or exceed expenditures.  The City will 
sometimes use cash reserves or fund balance 

to finance a significant capital improvement 
or capital project.  This use of reserve to 
finance a capital project will convey the 
impression that the budget is not balanced 
when in fact the financing of a capital project 
with cash reserves was the result of good 
financial planning. 
 
Bond: A written promise to pay a specified 
sum of money, called face value or principal, 
at a specified date in the future, called 
maturity date, together with periodic interest 
at a specified rate. 
 
Bonding: The act of borrowing money to be 
repaid, including interest, at specified dates. 
 
Bond Refinancing: The payoff and re-
issuance of bonds, to obtain better interest 
rates and or bond conditions. 
 
Budget: A comprehensive financial plan of 
operations for a given time period. 
 
Capital Improvements: Major projects that 
typically involve the construction of or 
improvement/repair to buildings, roads, 
electric, water, sewer, sanitary sewer, and 
other related infrastructure.  
 
Capital Project Fund: A fund established in 
order to account for the financial resources 
and costs associated with the construction of 
major capital facilities or other major capital 
improvements.   
 
Cash Management: The management of cash 
necessary to pay for government services 
while investing temporary cash excesses in 
order to earn interest revenue.  Cash 
Management refers to the activities of 
forecasting the inflows and outflows of cash, 



A-54 
 

mobilizing cash to improve its availability for 
investment, establishing and maintaining 
banking relationships, and investing funds in 
order to achieve the balance of the highest 
interest and return, liquidity and minimal risk 
with these temporary cash balances. 
 
Census: An official population count of all or 
part of a municipality by the federal 
government.  An official census count 
determines the amount of revenues that the 
City receives from the State for certain major 
revenue sources. 
 
Charges for Service: User charges for 
services provided by the City to those 
specifically benefiting from those services. 
 
Collector Street: A term used to define a 
roadway that provides for traffic movements 
between local and major streets in a 
transportation network. 
 
Commodities: Items that, after use, are 
consumed or show material change in, or an 
appreciable impairment, of their physical 
condition, and which are generally of limited 
value and characterized by rapid depreciation. 
 
Comprehensive Plan: An official public 
document adopted by the local government as 
a policy guide to decisions about the physical 
development of the community.  It is a general 
long-range physical plan. 
 
Debt: A financial obligation from the 
borrowing of money.  
 
Debt Service: The payment of principal and 
interest on borrowed funds. 
 
Decouple: A term used to describe a situation 
where, for example, the State of Illinois may 
decide to disconnect its income tax rules and 
exemptions from the federal income tax rules 
and exemptions. 

Deficit: Most commonly used to describe an 
excess of expenditures over revenues for a 
fiscal year.  However, deficits are often 
planned for due to the use of accumulated 
monies for capital or other projects.  In 
addition, municipalities often have 
accumulated cash balances that they intend to 
use to fund expenditures for a given fiscal 
year. 
 
Department: An organizational unit 
responsible for carrying out a major 
governmental function, such as Police or 
Public Works. 
 
Depreciation: The decrease in value of 
physical assets due to use and passage of time. 
 
Draft Budget: The preliminary budget 
document distributed to the City Council and 
available for inspection by the public. 
 
Enterprise Fund: Used to account for 
operations that are financed and operated in a 
manner similar to private business enterprises 
- where the costs of providing goods or 
services are financed or recovered primarily 
through user charges or rates. 
 
EPAY: An acronym used to describe the State 
of Illinois credit card payment system offered 
to residents of the City to pay for ordinance 
violations and water bills. 
 
(EAV) Equalized Assessed Value: The value 
of property resulting from the multiplication 
of the assessed value by an equalization factor 
to make all property in Illinois equal to one-
third of its market value.  The EAV of 
property is one-third of the market value. 
 
Expenditures: Payment by the City for goods 
or services that the City has received or will 
receive in the future. 
 
FICA (Federal Insurance Contributions 
Act): Monies paid to the federal government 
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to fund for future social security benefits as 
may be defined by the government in future 
years.  
 
Fiduciary Funds: Funds that are used when a 
government holds or manages financial 
resources in an agent or fiduciary capacity. 
 
Fiscal Year (FY): Any consecutive twelve-
month period designated as the budget year.  
The City’s budget year follows the calendar 
year and begins on January 1. 
 
Fixed Assets: Assets of a long-term character 
that are intended to continue to be held or 
used.  Examples of fixed assets include items 
such as land, buildings, machinery, furniture 
and other equipment. 
 
Forecast: The projection of revenues and 
expenditures usually for a time period that is 
greater than one year based on clearly defined 
assumptions and predictions related to future 
events and activities. 
 
Franchise Agreement: An agreement 
between the City and a utility setting forth the 
terms and conditions under which a utility, 
such as a cable company, may provide a 
service to residents.  A franchise agreement 
often provides compensation to the City for 
the use of the public right-of-way by the 
utility company. 
 
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE): A method of 
determining the total number of employees in 
terms of each position’s number of hours 
when compared to a full-time employee.  Full-
time positions have a FTE of 1.00. A part-
time position that works 60% of the hours that 
a full-time position would work would have a 
full-time equivalency of 0.60.   
 
Fund: A set of accounts to record revenues 
and expenditures associated with a specific 
purpose.  
 

Fund Balance: The difference between assets 
and liabilities reported in a governmental 
fund.  Changes in fund balances are the result 
of the difference of revenues to expenditures.  
Fund balances increase when revenues exceed 
expenditures and decrease when expenditures 
exceed revenues.  Fund balance is often used 
to describe the total available financial 
resources in a governmental fund.  For 
Proprietary Fund-types, fund balance is 
typically defined as the difference between 
current assets and current liabilities.  This 
equivalent is also known as Unrestricted Net 
Assets (see term for details).   
 
GASB (Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board): An independent 
organization that has ultimate authority over 
the establishment of Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP) for state and 
local government.  GASB members are 
appointed by the Financial Accounting 
Foundation (FAF), however the GASB enjoys 
complete autonomy from the FAF in all 
technical and standard-setting activities. 
 
GAAP (Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles): Uniform minimum standards and 
guidelines for financial accounting and 
reporting.  They govern the form and content 
of the financial statements of an entity.  
GAAP encompass the conventions, rules and 
procedures necessary to define accepted 
accounting practice at a particular time.  They 
include not only broad guidelines of general 
application, but also detailed practices and 
procedures.  GAAP provide a standard by 
which to measure financial presentations.  The 
primary authoritative body on the application 
of GAAP to state and local governments is the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB). 
General Fund: The general operating fund of 
the City.  It is used to account for all financial 
resources except those required to be 
accounted for in another fund.  Most services 
provided by the City including police 
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protection, street maintenance and snow 
plowing, engineering, administration, and 
building and zoning are accounted for in this 
fund. 
 
GFOA (Government Finance Officer’s 
Association): An organization representing 
municipal finance officers and other 
individuals and organizations associated with 
public finance.  
 
GIS (Geographic Information System): A 
collection of information regarding parcels of 
land typically organized by property lines.  
 
G.O. Bonds (General Obligation Bonds): 
Bonds that are backed by the “full faith and 
credit” of a municipality.  The taxing power of 
the City is pledged in the covenant of one of 
these bond issues.  An Alternate Source 
Revenue General Obligation first pledges a 
revenue source other than property taxes 
before the imposition of property taxes. 
 
Goal: A long-term or short-term desirable 
development. 
 
Government Fund Types: Funds that 
account for a government’s “governmental-
type” activities.  These funds are the general 
fund, special revenue funds, debt service 
funds and capital projects funds. 
 
Grant: Funds received by the City that are 
designated for specific projects.  Many grants 
come from the State of Illinois as 
reimbursements for engineering and 
construction costs associated with specific 
projects. 
 
Home Rule Municipality: A home rule 
municipality may exercise any power and 
perform any function pertaining to its 
government and affairs including, but not 
limited to, the power to regulate for the 
protection of public health, safety, morals and 
welfare; to license; to tax; and to incur debt, 

unless preempted by the State of Illinois.  A 
municipality is designated as a home rule 
municipality if its population reaches 25,000 
or if the designation of home rule is approved 
by voters via a referendum. 
 
ICMA (International City/County 
Management Association) and ILCMA 
(Illinois City/County Management 
Association): The professional and 
educational organization for chief appointed 
managers, administrators, and assistants in 
cities, towns, counties, and regional entities 
throughout the world.  Since 1914, ICMA has 
provided technical and management 
assistance, training, and information resources 
to its members and the local government 
community.  The management decisions made 
by ICMA's nearly 8,000 members affect more 
than 100 million individuals in thousands of 
communities; from small towns with 
populations of a few hundred to metropolitan 
areas serving several millions. 
 
IMRF (Illinois Municipal Retirement 
Fund):  State retirement system established 
for municipal employees other than sworn fire 
or sworn police personnel. 
 
Interfund Transfer: A transfer of funds or 
assets from one fund to another. 
 
Kilowatt-Hour: A kilowatt-hour is a unit of 
measure used to describe the amount of 
electricity used by a homeowner, business, or 
other entity for a defined period of time.   
 
 
L.E.A.D.S. (Law Enforcement Agencies 
Data System): Statewide, computerized, 
telecommunications system, maintained by 
the Illinois State Police, designed to provide 
the Illinois criminal justice community with 
access to computerized justice related 
information at both the state and national 
level. 
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Levy: (Verb) To impose taxes, special 
assessments or service charges for the support 
of governmental activities, usually based on 
the assessed value of property.  (Noun) The 
total amount of property taxes imposed by the 
City for a specific year. 
 
Liability: Debt or other legal obligations 
arising out of transactions in the past that must 
be liquidated renewed or refunded at some 
future date. 
 
Liquidity: The amount of cash and easily sold 
securities a local government has at one time. 
 
Major Fund: A classification given to a fund 
when the fund’s total assets, liabilities, 
revenues or expenditures/expenses is equal to 
or greater than 10% of the total Governmental 
Fund or Enterprise Fund total of that category 
(whichever category the fund belongs to) and 
5% of the total Governmental and Enterprise 
total combined for that category.  The General 
Fund is always classified as a Major Fund.   
 
Minor Capital Improvement Fund: A Fund 
established by the City to account for minor 
capital projects.  Within the Fund are TIF 
funds and Fire and Public Works Funds 
established to fund the replacement of Fire 
and Public Works vehicles, equipment and 
apparatus. 
 
Modified Accrual Accounting: A basis of 
accounting used by Governmental Fund types 
in which revenues are recorded when 
collectable within the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities 
of the current period, and, expenditures are 
recognized when the related liability is 
incurred. 
 
MFT (Motor Fuel Tax): The Motor Fuel Tax 
is a tax on fuel consumption imposed and 
collected by the State.  Distribution of the tax 
to municipalities is based on the 
municipality’s certified population.  Batavia’s 

MFT revenue is recorded in a separate fund 
due to the restrictions on the type of 
expenditures that Batavia may fund with MFT 
revenues.  
 
Municipality: A term used to describe a unit 
of government in Illinois such as a city, 
village or town. 
 
NPDES (National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System): The NPDES is the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s permit 
programs controls water pollution by 
regulating point sources that discharge 
pollutants into waters of the United States.   
 
Pension: Future payments made to an eligible 
employee after that employee has left 
employment or retired.  Pensions for police 
and fire are based on the number of years of 
service working for the City and the 
employee’s rate of pay at the time the 
employee either left employment or retired. 
 
Per Capita: Per capita is a term used to 
describe the amount of something for every 
resident living within the City.  For example, 
the City receives a percentage of the State 
income tax revenue on a per capita basis. 
 
Performance Indicators: Specific 
quantitative (can be defined in numerical 
terms) and qualitative (cannot be counted, use 
of measures that require descriptive answers) 
measures of work performed as an objective 
of the department. 
Personal Services: The cost of all wages and 
fringe benefits associated with that cost. 
 
Portfolio: A list of investments for a specific 
fund or group of funds. 
 
Private Sector: Businesses owned and 
operated by private individuals, as opposed to 
government-owned operations. 
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PTELL: An acronym which stands for 
Property Tax Extension Limitation Law that 
are a set of laws that restrict the amount a non 
home rule municipality can increase property 
taxes by inflation, plus an allowance to extend 
the rate on new construction. 
 
Public Hearing: An official forum called for 
the purpose of soliciting input from residents, 
businesses, and other stakeholders regarding a 
topic, plan or document.  Illinois State law 
requires municipalities to hold a public 
hearing on the budget before the budget is 
approved by the City Council. 
 
Public Sector: The policies and procedures as 
conducted by local governments, states and 
the federal government.  
 
Property Tax: A tax based on the assessed 
value of real property. 
 
Proprietary Fund Types: The classification 
used to account for a City’s ongoing 
organizations and activities that are similar to 
those often found in the private sector (i.e., 
enterprise funds).  All assets, liabilities, 
equities, revenues, expenses and transfers 
relating to the government’s business and 
quasi-business activities are accounted for 
through proprietary funds.  
 
Referendum: The submission of a proposed 
public measure, law or question, which has 
been submitted by legislature, convention or 
council, to a vote of the people for ratification 
or rejection.  
 
RFP (Request for Proposal): A document 
used to request specific information from 
vendors regarding the scope of goods or 
services they can provide to meet a specific 
need of the City as well as their proposed cost 
of providing those goods or services. 
 
Restricted Net Assets:  The portion of net 
assets that is held for a specific purpose.  The 

City would typically restrict assets for debt 
service. 
 
Revenues: Funds or monies that the 
government receives.  It includes such items 
as tax receipts, fees from specific services, 
receipts from other governments, fines, 
forfeitures, grants, shared revenues, interest 
income and other financing sources. 
 
(SSA) Special Service Area: An area of 
property legally designated by the City which 
provides a means for the City to levy and raise 
property taxes only from those properties 
within the area for services that specifically 
benefit the area subject to taxation.  
 
Surplus and Reserves: A term used to 
describe the excess or deficit of revenues over 
expenditures (Surplus/Deficit).  Reserves 
refers to the cash that is available to meet 
future obligations and has not been reserved 
for any future obligation. 
 
Sworn: A term used to describe police or fire 
personnel who are sworn in by the Mayor. 
 
Tax Levy: The total amount of money to be 
requested by the City before the calculation of 
the total permissible extension by the County. 
 
Tax Rate: The amount of property tax levied 
for each $100 of assessed valuation. 
 
TIF (Tax-Increment Financing): A 
redevelopment tool available for use by 
municipalities where the City’s cost of 
providing assistance with capital 
improvements and development or 
redevelopment of properties within the legally 
designated area are funded by the future 
property tax, sales tax, or other types of 
revenue that was generated with those capital 
or development/redevelopment improvements. 
 
TIF District: An area of property within the 
City legally defined by a municipality that 
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meets all the necessary requirements to be 
eligible for TIF. 
 
User Fees: The payment of a fee for the direct 
receipt of a public service by the party who 
benefits from the service. 
 
WTP: Water Treatment Plant 
 

WWTP: Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 
Web Site: An Internet site that provides 
information and services and a means of 
communicating.  The City’s web site provides 
a significant amount of information and 
services that residents can access 24 hours a 
day and seven days a week. 
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