MINUTES
January 13, 2020
Historic Preservation Commission
City of Batavia
Please NOTE: These minutes are not a word-for-word transcription of the statements made at the
meeting, nor intended to be a comprehensive review of all discussions. They are intended to make an
official record of the actions taken by the Committee/City Council, and to include some description of
discussion points as understood by the minute-taker. They may not reference some of the individual
attendee’s comments, nor the complete comments if referenced.

1. Meeting Called to Order
Chair Hohmann called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. He welcomed the newest member of the
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to the meeting, Jamie Saam.
2.

Roll Call

Members Present:

Chair Hohmann; Vice-Chair Hagemann; Commissioners Faivre,
Krawczyk, Bus, Sherer, and Saam

Members Absent:
Also Present:

3.

Jeff Albertson, Building Commissioner and Jennifer Austin-Smith,
Recording Secretary

Approval of Minutes: November 25, 2019 and December 9, 2019

Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Voice Vote:

To approve the minutes from December 9, 2019
Hagemann
Sherer
7 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent
All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Voice Vote:

To approve the minutes from November 25, 2019
Hagemann
Krawczyk
7 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent
All in favor. Motion carried.

4. Items to be Removed, Added or Changed
The discussion for the Historic Society Plaquing Program was moved up on the agenda due to a
Commissioner needing to exit the meeting early. The discussion was moved after agenda item five,
‘Matters from the Public.’
Motion:
Maker:
Second:
Voice Vote:

To approve the agenda as amended
Hagemann
Bus
7 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent
All in favor. Motion carried.
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5. Matters From the Public (for items not on the agenda)
There were no members from the public to address the Commission.
6.

COA Review: 5 North River Street
Wall Sign Installation (Aubrey Signs, applicant)
Mike Hoffer, Aubrey Sign Company, addressed the Commission. He noted that they installed the
sign that is currently in place for the former Shine studio. The sign proposed for SOMA Studio is
very similar. This new sign would be backlit with halo channel letters mounted to a custom
aluminum wireway. Albertson noted that this building is designated as significant in the district.
Sherer asked if the sign is the same size as the former sign. Hoffer answered that it is similar in
size, slightly different but they look very similar. Hagemann concurred that they look very similar.
Motion:
To approve the COA as presented
Maker:
Hagemann
Second:
Saam
Roll Call Vote:
Aye: Hagemann, Hohmann, Sherer, Bus, Saam, Faivre, Krawczyk
Nay: None
7-0 Vote, 0 Absent, Motion carried.
7.

COA Review: 104 East Wilson Street
Boardwalk Shops (City of Batavia, applicant)
Albertson reported that this is a project that Alderman Callahan presented to the City. The project
partners are the City of Batavia, Batavia MainStreet and Batavia High School. Albertson stated
that a group of the partners visited Muskegon Michigan who has done boardwalk shops in an area
of their downtown. These boardwalk shops house start-up businesses coming into the area. The
proposed site for this project in Batavia is the Art Stop parking lot area.
Hagemann announced that as a voting member of Batavia MainStreet he would have to recuse
himself from the discussion. Jamie Saam announced she no longer serves as the Interim Executive
Director of Batavia MainStreet so she could now vote on this matter.
Faivre asked if these boardwalk shops would be seasonal. Bob Hansen, Batavia MainStreet Vice
President, answered that the shops would be seasonal, May through October, basically Farmer’s
Market time. Albertson stated that the buildings will be there year-round but are designed to be
moved. Steve Vasilion is the architect who designed these boardwalk shops. Krawczyk asked if
there would be funds for seating areas. Hansen stated that MainStreet plans to raise funds through
donations for seating areas and planters. Hansen stated that the signage would all be standard.
Krawczyk complimented the contemporary design of the buildings. Hansen stated that the
buildings would have different rooflines to change the character of the buildings. Albertson stated
that there would be different roof materials and different siding materials to give the buildings
some individuality.
Bus asked why the HPC is reviewing this project. Albertson answered that the HPC is reviewing
this because it is in the district. These buildings would be considered permanent although they are
designed to be moved. Krawczyk asked if the HPC would be approving final designs and colors.

Historic Preservation Commission
January 13, 2020
Page 3

Hansen stated that they would be on a tight timeline. He hopes to start construction mid-February
on the floors and walls. They then plan to bring the materials down to the site in April for assembly
and put roofs on and then go to the colors. Colors have not been discussed right now. Krawczyk
requested that they keep the colors and design elegant. Hansen stated that they are open to
suggestions. Hansen stated they are looking at a variety of colors, something that blends in with
the neighborhood. Nothing garish. Bus asked how this fits in to the Historic Preservation
Ordinance. Albertson stated that this would be no different than if someone wanted to build a new
building in the downtown. Bus stated that this is new construction in the Historic District and that
is why the COA has been created. Albertson agreed. The Commission discussed the State
controlled intersection, two-year contract for the approved funding, maintenance agreement and
rent.
Sherer and Faivre stated that they would like to see what the buildings look like if they are going
to be different colors. Hansen asked if there were any color suggestions. Sherer asked for a general
idea on what the color scheme would be to ensure conformity. Saam asked if there are any
approved color palettes for the Historic District that we could provide. Albertson stated that the
Design Guidelines speak more to the materials.
Callahan gave the Commission the background of where this idea stemmed from. He explained
that he found this idea in an article from Strong Towns, a publication that focuses on revitalizing
downtowns. There are a lot of these types of shops throughout the United States and the shops
have been a good economic tool. Callahan imagines that the color palette would be a warm, neutral
color palette. The colors would be attractive to customers. Callahan stated that this is more than
just a retail space but also a community gathering space.
Bus stated that he has no desire to do color review and it seems unnecessarily bureaucratic to bring
this back for color review. He stated that he has trust in the partners for this project to pick the
right color scheme. Callahan stated that he feels that they are all on the same page when it comes
to finding the right colors for this project. They want colors that pop, but colors that match the
surrounding community.
*Commissioner Sherer exited the meeting at 6:00pm
Dave Brown, former City Council Chair, addressed the Commission. He stated that he knows that
it would be very unusual to put trust in an applicant to just do the right thing but seeing that this is
a partnership with MainStreet, the City and School District he hopes the Commission could trust
that these partners would do the right thing. Coming to the Commission every time they needed a
color approved would be burdensome. Brown noted that a lot of the materials would be donated
materials. We might be making that opportunity difficult if the donator of the siding has to have
each donated color approved. He asked the Commission to put their trust and faith in what they
are trying to do here.
Chair Hohmann stated that he is not personally concerned about the color choices but per the
Design Guidelines the Commission is charged to protect the historic property and the site. His only
concern is the Commission oversees what the first two look like and the color schemes. However,
it is up to the Commission whether or not they would like to see the architectural design of the
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next units of if we are willing to place our trust in the partners. Bus stated that he could live with
approving the first two to set the general tone and theme in February but he does not see the need
to approve each and every. Hansen stated that the only change would be the rooflines: Hip roof,
gable roof, and partial gable. Hansen noted that there would be a change to the windows. The lower
window would possibly be removed and they might make the top window a little larger. The east
side facing the residents might be reduced to one window.
Chair Hohmann stated that he feels that this site would be fitting because it is the former site of
the Kinney and Jeffery building that was a general store that operated in the 1800’s and early
1900’s. The building was taken down in the 1970’s for it to be restored into a mercantile. This is
a tremendous move in the right direction for the City. Hohmann opened the floor for a motion.
Faivre stated that she agrees with Bus’s comment that we review the first two shops. Saam noted
that the plans that are attached are for the first two boardwalk shops. Hansen agreed and noted that
the others would have different rooflines and that would be the only change. Albertson stated that
the only thing that is undecided in the COA is the color. Saam agreed and stated that it seems like
the consensus is to not approve the color. Chair Hohmann stated that the option would be to
approve the COA as it stands before us which would be approving all of the buildings or the
Commission could amend the COA to approve the first two and come back for approval on the
subsequent buildings.
Bus stated that he would move to approve the COA as submitted and if members wanted to see it
brought back in February for information purposes that would be desirable but he does not want
to go through approving colors for each two units. He feels that what we have in front of us is
enough so he will make that motion.

Motion:
Maker:
Second:

To approve the COA as submitted
Bus
Saam

Discussion was held on the motion. Dave Brown stated that they could return in February as a
courtesy update on where the project is at and what the consideration are for colors moving
forward.
Roll Call Vote:

Aye: Bus, Saam, Faivre, Krawczyk, Hohmann
Nay: None
5-0 Vote, 1 Absent, 1 Abstain, Motion carried.

Commissioner Sherer was absent and Vice-Chair Hagemann abstained.
8. Discussion: Historic Society Plaquing Program
Commissioner Sherer announced that the Historical Society has reestablished the Plaquing
Commission. We are doing this in conjunction with the Batavia Library. Sherer stated that she
went through the past Commission minutes and found only two times the Commission discussed
a Plaquing Program but nothing was done with it.
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Sherer stated that any plaquing that we do has no legal bearing on what goes on with that house,
even within the Historic District. The plaque would just state that this house is this number of years
old. Greg Doumal will be the person in charge of the Plaquing Program. Faivre asked if it would
be possible to add the Sears Kit homes as a possible designation for the historical plaque. Sherer
stated that she would inquire about that.
9.

Updates:
1. 7 East Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
2. Anderson Block Building – Masonry Maintenance
3. Significant Historic Building Inspection Program
4. 10/12 North River Street – Historic Inspection
5. 227 West Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
6. 129 South Batavia Avenue – Historic Inspection
7. 8 North River Street – Historic Inspection
8. 16 East Wilson Street – Historic Inspection
9. Certified Local Government
Albertson stated that staff continues to work on the Certified Local Government application. Since
the Commission now has all its members they will move forward with the paperwork. Staff needs
a resume from Commissioner Saam. Hagemann asked for a timeframe. Albertson stated that it is
on Mr. Buening’s desk but he does not have a specific timeframe. Hagemann stated that it would
be nice to have a timeframe established since this has been discussed for three years.
10. Other Business
There was no other business to address at this time.
11. Adjournment
There being no other business to discuss, Chair Hohmann asked for a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 6:13pm; Made by Hagemann; Seconded by Bus. Motion carried.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jennifer Austin-Smith, Recording Secretary, on January 23,
2020.

